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7 lifts, he rates F Yetave } th > U ited 
and modify the rates of postage in the nitec 
States, and for other purposes.”’ It is a bill 
merely affecting newspaper postage. It is desir- 
able that this House should pass it at once, thatit 
may take effect from the thirtieth of June next. 

. 1] MBERS obi te : 
ROBBINS. called for the regular order of 


business. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM PENNSYLVA- 
NIA. 

Mr. ASHE, from the Committee on Elections, 

made a report in the case of H. B. Wricut, con 
testing the seat of H. M. Futier, as a Repre- 
sentative from the State of Pennsylvania, accom- 
nanied by the following resolution: 
P Resolved, That the election at the Danville precinct, 
county of Montour, eleventh Congressional district, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, was illegally and irregularly con 
ducted, and the seat of the member is vacant, and that the 
Speaker inform the Governor of that State of the decision 
ofthis House, that a new election may be ordered. 


‘ 
d 


Mr. ASHE moved that the report and resolu- 
tion be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If this report be 
now ordered to be printed, and the House shall 
passover it informally, cannot the chairman of the 
committee call it up at any time? 

The SPEAKER. It will go to the Speaker’s 
table, but a motion to take it up will be a privi- 
leged motion. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to print the report, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. FREEMAN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the petition of 
the Board of Trustees of the State University of 
Indiana, reported a bill to supply the deficiency to 
the State of Indiana, in a township of land granted 
to said State for the use of said University, by act 
of Congress, approved 19th of April, 1816; which 
was read a first and second time Dy its title. 

Mr. F'. said: I have been requested by the com- 
mittee on Public Lands to ask that this bill may 
be put upon its passage immediately. 

Mr. VENABLE. What is the bill? 

Mr. FREEMAN. I will state to the House 
what is the object of the bill. There was a grant 
of lands made by the Government of the United 
States to the State of Indiana for a State Univer- 
sity. It was subsequently ascertained that about 
r the land so granted had 
yy the United States, and 
1 amanner that the State of Indi- 
‘ould not aequire a title to the land. This 


icres of 
solid | 

7 
Succi 


ade clear to the Committee on Public 

troduced this bill for the pur- 
‘ é ¥ } } on 1 
ate of Indiana the ris 


iil 
iousand acres at some other 
: 


noint in the State. I trust, therefore, that the 
ss the bill, and pass it forthwith. 

US, of Tennessee. I do not know 
<r 1 


) 
Mr. Hz 
t I have 


his habit of moving to put bills upon 


RI 


any opyjyection to the passage of the 


tna 
bill: l 
their passage when reported from the committee, 
has kept the Committee on Public Lands report- 
ing for the Inst three months. Itherefore move to 
refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and I ask for the previous 
question on that motion. 

Mr. FREEMAN. What is the gentleman’s 
» the bill? 

Mr. HARRIS. I havenoneatall; but I desire 
that other committees shall have an opportunity 


obiection i 


to renort. 

Mr. GORMAN. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Tennessee to let this bill pass. 

Mr. HARRIS. I cannot withdraw the demand 
for the } 

Mr. GORMAN. It will not take a minute to 


pass the bill. : 


evious question. 


Mr. HARRIS. That is invariably the argu- 
ment. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put; and 
the question being put on the motion to refer the 
bill te the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, on a division there were—ayes 67, 
noes 48; no quorum voting. 
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SCHOOL LANDS IN MISSISSIPP 
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*‘ Legislature of the State 
* sixteenth sections heretofi 
‘for the useof schools in 1 
‘and approve the sale 
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lands as it can 
It seems to me that 
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whether he, as a lawyse 

Mr. FREEMAN. 
has not made me a sup 
me a judge of that tr 
power to reverse the de 
decisions of State cour 
State policy, as the gentle 
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United States. It is theref 
ing in gentlemen of the profes 
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ments of the supreme court of his State. 


Mr. SWEETSER. The gentleman is 


making a serious matter of what I did not 
tend. I intended merely to maintam a leg 
e am 
making any reflection on the judicial tribunals of 
Mississippi. That State comes here through 


f 
ciple, which ] believe to he correct | 
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of Mississippi, appointed; and the question being 
put, the tellers reported—ayes 80, noes 45. 

So the previous question received a second. 

‘The main question was ordered to be now put. 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, and being engrossed, was read a 
third time and passed, 

Mr. STANLY gave notice of his intention to 
move to reconsider the vote by which the bill in 
relation to the lands for the University of the State 
of Indiana was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of Union. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved that the 
vote just taken, by which the bill passed, be re- 
considered, and that the motion do lie upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

PRE-EMPTIONS TO CERTAIN SETTLERS. 

Mr. FREEMAN, from the Committee cn Pub- 
lic Lands, reported back without amendment and 
with a re commendation thatit do pass, Hiouse bill 
for the protection of actual settlers occupying land 
upon the line of the Chicago and Mobile Railroad 
and branches, by granting to them preémption 


ricvhts. 


Mr. Ff. [hope the bill will be read for inform- 
ation, and then I will state the reasons why I think 
it ought to pass, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That each and every person who, on 
the twentieth day of September, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fiity, was the owner of any 
improvement made previous to that date on any tract of 
land now owned by the United States, and situated within 
the limits reserved from sale by order of the Government, 
because of the grantof alternate sections to the States ot 
IMinois, Mississippi, and Alabatna, in aid of the construc 
tion of the Chicago and Mobile Railroad and branches, by 
virtue of an actol Congress, approved September twentieth, 
eighteen hundred and filly, entitled “* An act granting the 
‘right of way, and making a grant of land to the States of 
*TiHinois, Mississippi, aud Alabama, in aid of the construc 
‘tion of a railroad from Chicago to Mobile,” and who be- 
came such owner with @ view to a residence on, or occu- 
pation of, such traet of land tor agricultural purposes, shall 
have the right to purchase, at the price established by law 
in regulating the sales of said lands, a quantity of the tract 
60 improved not less than forty, nor more than one hundred 
and sixty acres, in legal subdivisions, on which said im 
provement may be situated: Provided, That any person 
claiming the right to purehase under any provision of this 
act, shall, within three months from the date hereof, file 
with the register of the proper land office a notice describing 
the land by its numbers, accompanied with an affidavit 
stating the date and object of the improvement, the time 
and manner, when and how, he, she, or they, became the 
owner thereof, and also the affidavits of at least two resi 
dents of the county in which such tiprovement is situated, 
proving that said improvement was made with a view to 
residence, or for agricultural purposes: And provided, 
further, That the right of way upon and across any tract 


‘of land claimed under the provisions of this act, not ex 


eeeding two hundred feet in width, shall be reserved and 
retained for the said railroad and branches, as the same 
may be located and constructed; and any person claiming 
the right to porehase as aforesaid, shall, within twelve 
montis from the passage of this act, pay to the receiver of 
the proper land office, the sum of money so established by 
law to be paid as aforesaid; and on failure of said actual 
settler either to prove his right of preémption within three 
months, or to pay for the land within twelve months after 
the passage of this act, as herein required, the said land 
containing the improvements as aforesaid, shall be subject 
to entry by any other person making application therefor. 
Sree. 2. .tnd he it further enacted, That when two or 
more persons claim the right to purchase the same tract of 
land. and file proof of ownership as herein required. the 
person proving the fiest residence by himself. or by those 
with whom he claims the improvement, shall have the right 
to make the purchase, bat no sale or conveyance of any 
tract of land ander the provisions of this act shall affect the 
rights or equities Of parties claiming the saine as between 


each other. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on thestate 
of the Union. 

Mr. FREEMAN, I have not yielded the floor. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Ver- 
mont [Mr Mracuam] cannot take the floor from 
the gentleman from Mississippi to make his mo- 
tion. 


Mr. FREEMAN, That bill, I think, explains 


itself, and I also think commends itself to the im-. 


mediate attention of the members of this House. 
lt is just as easy to act upon it now as it will be 
at any future time, 

A railroad has already been chartered, and is in 
»srocess of construction, from Chicago, Illinois, to 
Mobile, Alabama. The public lands for fifteen 
miles on either side of the road, have been reserved 
from sale for eighteen months, and are now to be 
reéxposed for sale. Upon those lands the hardy 
pioneers of the forest have already acquired by 
their actual settlement, a claim to the rights of pre- 
emption. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


| their places. 





The object of this bill is simply to enable these || 
men, who have gone to the wilderness and erected || 
their homes upon the public Jands, to complete || 
their titles. That is simply and substantially the 
nature, and the only object of the bill. Lam sure | 
no man within the sound of my voice needs any | 
further argument upon this point. Now, I ask 
gentlemen if they will vote to send this bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
where it will sleep the sleep of death for the bal- 
ance of the session? I appeal to the House in 
behalf of the hardy pioneer of the forest. I ap- | 
peal in behalf of the man whose axe cuts down 
the first tree in the forest, and whose plow first 
turns the virgin earth to the sun. I appeal to the 
members of this House to come forward and give 
these log-cabjn men a vote in this, their hour of 
need. I call for the previous question upon the 
passage of the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Mississippi what need there is for any other 
provision than that contained in the general pre- 
emption law for these people? 

Mr. FREEMAN. Becausé, by the act of the 
Government, they have been prevented from com- 
plying with the general preémption laws. 

Mr. HUNTER. Had they settled upon the 
land at the time the act passed reserving it from 
sale? 

Mr. FREEMAN. They had. The time of 
settlement is a matter which each individual will 
have to prove for himself. That is not for this 
House to decide. This bill applies only to such 
as have a legal preémption right. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Will the gentleman 
allow me to ask him a question? 
The SPEAKER. Discussion is out of order. 
Mr. FREEMAN. Ihave called the previous 

question, and | hope it will receive a second. 

The House was divided upon seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question; and 49 gentlemen 
rose in the affirmative. 

Mr. FICKLIN demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Freeman and Meacuam 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 58, noes 45; no quorum voting. 

Mr. FICKLIN. [ask for a recount. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move a call of 
the House, and upon that motion | demand the 

reas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. There is evi- 
dently a quorum present. [hope the gentleman 
from Tennessee will withdraw his motion for a 
call of the House. It is simply a waste of time. 

Mr. JONES. IT have no disposition to impede 
the business of the House. 1[ will withdraw the | 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. - The tellers will again take 


Mr. STANLY. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 
know upon what ground the gentleman from North 
Carolina has the right to object to having a re- 
count? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that he has a right to divide the House again for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether there is a quo- 


| rum of the House present. 


Mr. STANLY. I! hope the Chair will not de- 
part from his own decision which he has hereto- 
fore adopted when there is no necessity for it. I 
move that there be a call of the House, and upon 
that motion IT ask the yeasand nays. That isthe 
proper way to ascertain whether there is a quorum 
present or not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit this sug- 


| gestion to the Chair: Suppose we have a call of 


the House, and ascertain that there is a quorum 
present. Ifthe Chair then doubt whether a ma- 


jority voted for or against seconding the demand , 


for the previous question, has he not a right 


to divide the House, or has not any member the || 


right to call for a division or for tellers? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has before decided 
that he has a right to recount the House; but that 
is not a question to be decided now. The gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Staniy] moves 
that there be a call of the House, and upon that | 
motion demands the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


GLOBE. 


a oa ones ——. 


The question was then taken, and the result was 
—yeas 62, nays 89;as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen Jo} 
Appleton, William Appleton, Ashe, Barrere, Bartlett Be 
cock, Bragg, Briggs, Lewis D. Campbell, Chapman, Chas. 
tain, Churchwell, Cobb, Doty, Eastinan, Edgerton, Panty. 
ner, Fitch, Floyd, Fowler, Geniry, Giddings, Goodenow 
Green, Grey, Harper, Hart, Haven, Hebard, Horsforg’ 
Howard, John W. Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins’ 
James Johnson, George G. King, Mace, Martin, McDonald’ 
Miller, Henry D. Moore, Morehead, Penniman, Phe! ? 
Scudder, Skelton, Smith, Snow, Benjamin Stanton, Ales! 
ander H. Stephens, Sweetser, George W. Thompson 
Tuck, Walbridge, Wallace, Washburn, Alexander White’ 
and Williams—62. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Thoinas H. Bayly, Bowie 
Brenton, Albert G. Brown, E. Carrington Cabell, Thowp. 
sou Campbell, Chandler, Clingman, Conger, Curtis, John 
G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Durkee, Ficklin, Flor- 
ence, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Goodrich 
Gorman, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, fey, 
dricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Andrew Johnson, Rob. 
ert W. Jotinson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J, 
Glancy Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, Landry, Leteh- 
er, Lockhart, Humphrey Marshail, Mason, MeMullin, Me- 
Nair, McQueen, Meacham, Meade, Millson, Minor, Mo- 
lony, John Moore, Morrison, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Out. 
law, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, Penn 
Perkins, Polk, Price, Riddle, Robbins, Ross, Sackett, Sav, 
age, Scurry, Origen S. Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Richard H. Stanton, Stone, St. Martin, Stuart, Taylor, 


‘aulk- 


| Thurston, Townshend, Ward, Watkins, Wells, Addison 


White, Wilcox, and Yates—89. 


So the call of the House was not ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The tellers will again re. 
sume their places, 

Mr. STANLY. Has not the morning hour 


| expired ? 


rhe SPEAKER. It has expired. 

Mr. STANLY. I move that the House do 
now proceed to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table. 

The House was being divided upon the motion, 
when 

Mr. STANLY withdrew the motion, and moved 


| that the rules be suspended, and that the House 


resolve itself into the Committee of the Wholeon 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. COBB. Iask the Chair if the gentleman 
holds the floor to make two motions? _ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to withdraw one motion and make another. _ 

Mr. PHELPS. I[ submit whether the gentle- 
man from North Carolina could get the floor to 
make the motion while the House was in the act 
of dividing? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman withdrew 
the motion upon which the House was dividing. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then the question is now in 
the state in which it was before the first motion 
was made. Now, I] submit that the House was 
then in the act of dividing, and that the gentleman 


had no right to make the motion. 


The SPEAKER. The previous question had 
heen demanded, upon which tellers had been or- 
dered, but the question had not been taken. 

Mr. PHELPS. Iwas under the impression 


| that a division was being made. 


The question was then put, and carried in the 


| affirmative. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 


' on the state of the Union, (Mr. €lrssarp in the 


chair.) 
HOMESTEAD BILL. 
The CHAIRMAN stated, as the business be- 


| fore the committee, the consideration of House 


bill No. 7, being a bill to encourage agriculture, 


| commerce, manufactures, and for other purposes, 


on which the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Mo- 


| LoNy} was entitled to the floor. 


Mr. MOLONY addressed the House an hour. 
He alluded to the present condition of parties in 
view of theapproaching canvass, and expressed his 
| belief that the Democratic party would triumph- 
,antly elect the nominees of its convention for 
'the Presidency and Vice Presidency, whoever 
| they might be—whether Cass, Buchanan, Doug- 

las, or Batler. He then entered into an argument 
| in favor of the homestead policy, maintaining that 
grants of lands from the public domain to actual 
settlers thereon was not a Western measure mere- 
ly, but was one which affected favorably every 
interest in every section of the country, and added 
to the national wealth. He further maintained 
that the argument of the gentleman from Maine 
{[Mr. Futter] was unsound, that the policy of 
_ the bill would injuriously affect the old States, by 

draining them of their population; and quoted 
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is, the passage of the bill entitled ** An act for the 
relief of the Monroe Railroad Company, and their 
sureties.”’ 


1852. 
—————————— 
from the census statistics to show that in the last 
ten years, embracing the period of the greatest in- 
crease of population and settlement in the West, 
that there had been an almost corresponding in- 
crease in some of the Eastern States. Hence he 
argued that, if the bill should pass, it would not 
diminish the population in the old States, but drain 
them of their surpius agricultural labor, and place 
it in a condition where it would become produc- 
tive, and thus create a market for the eae of | 
the Eastern manufactories. [Mr. M.’s speech 
will be found in the Appendix. |] 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BROOKS. I find a long article in the Con- 
gressional Globe, which, undoubtedly, hes refer- 
ence to me, and I rise to ask the indulgence of the 
House to make a personal explanation. 

[Cries of ‘Agreed!’ “*Agreed!”’| 

Mr. STANLY. I object, unless the under- 
standing is, that members of the House involved 

Mr. SUTHERLAND next obtained the floor, | in this explanation shall have the same privilege 
and occupied it an hour in opposition of the policy in reply. 1 wanta fair field. 2 
of the bill, He maintained that it was unjust, | = Mr. BROOKS. The gentleman from North 
because it took the public domain, which belonged Carolina, I trust, will not object. I would not 
to all the people of the country, and bestowed it || request this indulgence of the House, if it were 
as gratuitous upon certain classes or portions of || possible for me, elsewhere than in this House, to 
the people; and that being thus unjust, it was un- make an official record of my explanation in ref- 
constitutional. He maintained that 1t involved a || erence to the speech I have alluded to, ; 
departure from the Defhocratic policy, which was, Mr. ST ANLY . If itis the understanding that 
that these lands should be held as a source of rev- || members of this House implicated in the gentle- 
enue. Theconsequence of such a departure would || man’s explanation, shall have also the opportunity 
be an inerease of taxation in the indirect mode to | of explaining, | do not object. 
support the Government. [The speech of Mr. 8. | [Cries of **Cerl inly 1"? Certainly !’’} 
will be found in the Appendix. ] || Mr. STANLY. Very weil; with that under- 

Mr. YATES obtained the floor, but gave way | standing, | have no objection, 

q Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, I did not believe 
that the ume would ever arrive when | should be 
the committee rise. called upon to exhibit the bad example of rising, 

The motion was put, and carried in the affirma- || so to interrupt the ordinary course of business, as 
tive. | to ask, in a personal explanation, to refer to my 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- | own private affairs, or to speak of matters, which, 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman re- | if they interest members of the House, can have 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the || no immediate influence upon public affauws, or with 
state of the Union had, according to order, had || the business before it. It has been my pride and 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- || ambition, while | have been a member of Con- 
ticularly House bill No. 7, and had come to no || gress, to devote myself exclusively to public busi- 
conclusion thereon. ness, and upon all occasions, and at all times, 

Upon motion by Mr. Encerron, the House || whenever a topic was before the House, to con- 


then adjourned until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, || fine myself and my attention, if L had anything to 
m. say upon it, to the discussion of that topic, and 


| that topic only. My excuse now for this devia- 
tion in this House from the proper practice, and 
my excuse to my corsutuents is what I said be- 
fore—that here, in this ‘* Congressional Globe,”’ 


t 


0 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, who moved that 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. LOCKHART gave notice that on to-morrow, or | 
some subsequent day of the session, he will ask permission 
to introduce a joint resolution, explanatory of the act of 22d | dee eentite, exe vedeeited etuin 
March, 1852, entitled “*Anact makingiand warrants assign to go down to posterity, are recorded statements 
able, and for other purposes.” | against me, which, if | make an appeal through a 


mate newspaper in the form of a card or otherwise, save 

PETITIONS, &c., at the bar of this House, it is impossible for me 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented | to send a like record of, down to those who may 

under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : possibly be interested in my humble reputation, 

By Mr. STANTON, of Ohio: The petition of 114 citi- || or who may wish hereafter to be accurately in- 
SACRO. EON apy Me Way eae formed of what led to this attack upon me. j 


Pacific. ; . . 
Before | go further, | will say that | have taken 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faraway, -Ipril 23, 1852. 


time. 
consults the lines of latitude and longitude, in 
and tilinois railroad, from Evansville to Indianapolis, in 
I need not, however, have made this remark, in 
Also, the memorial of John A. Bates, for relief. 
tery. | sault here or elsewhere—for I should as soon think 
Industrial Exhibition.”’ : ‘ ‘ ; 
There are in this article, Mr. Speaker, various 
Also, the petition of Micajah Luntand 45 other mer- | 
the New York Express, was written or indited 
By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Hon. Charles H. 
: My position here as an editor of a public news- 
a planing machine. : 
of money prayed for to endow the Collins line of steamers || publicly to say, that in political or personal mat- 
foresaw, if I did not adopt that course, | should 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. | that which exists upon the floor of this House, 


By Mr. MILLER: The petition of the heirs of William ‘ ; : : 
Young, deceased, praying Congress to grant themcompen- | occasion in this House before, to remark that I 
sation for services rendered the Government during his lite- have but little respect for that chivalry which, be- 
ge eee saa. carefully 
By Mr. LOCKHART: The petition of Samuel Hai, | fore it assaults a member of Congress, carefully 
Robert Stockwell, Richard Skinner, and others, asking for 
a grant of lands in aid of the construction of the Evansville || order to direct its assaults, and which has billing, 
; oa ae soing tones for every man south of the Potomac 
the State of Indiana. + ag S } caine “et | a jo aneien t} - 
By Mr. GOODENOW : The memorial of John M. Mars- | DUC rough and rugged biuster for every man north, 
ston, for relief. 
= a this case, because the speaker of this article before 
By Mr. MeNAIR: The memorial of the members of the || me, is of an age, and in a position to protect him 
congregations of the Presbyterian Church in the District of ne als It of afin ¢ 
Columbia, praying the grant of a lot of ground fora ceme- | from any personal assault of mine—trom any as- 
~ Mr. a The ~— ee Webber and || of vindicating myself in that way, from his re- 
other citizens of Lawrence, Massachusetts, for an appro- ri ges : = ipa : 
ro S e r arks 5 2 ) ao o 
priation in aid of American contributors to the * London marks, as if I were assaulted by ee or grand 
}| father. 
Also, the petition of Nathanicl Webster and 51 other cit- | 
anemia Massachusetts, for alter- allegations, and the first one which | propose to 
. ‘anata : | notice, but which I have before noticed in this 
chants and ship-owners, of Newburyport, Massachusetts, House, is, that a certain letter which appeared in 
for the passage of an act prohibiting the carriage of freight 
and passengers for hire in GoverNment steam-vessels. by me. That, inthe most solemn manner, | have 
Dougherty, and a number of other citizens of New York, || already denied upon the floor of this House, and 
recommending to Congress the propriety of extending let- | any further contradiction would be unavailing. 
ters- patent to the heirs of Uri Emmons for his invention of 
: 3 he yer at home, and, asa member of Congress 
Also, a resolution passed by the Board of Commissioners || pe ae at h cn ’ 4 ~l d \ ae “ a 
of the Northern Liberties, Philadelphia county, requesting || 2€S Often embarrassed me, and upon becoming a 
the Representaties in Congress to oppose the appropriation | member of the last Congress, | took occasion then 
of New York, and urging them to cause the money to be , 
ieee . = aes ) > ing to persons, | would 
spent in aiding to build the Sunbury and Erie railroad, con- eae or ote epee ng A sons, ved 
necting the Lakes with the Auantic. 1ave no concern whatsoever, aud be in no degree 
responsible for what was in my paper; because I 
be holding personal relations with gentlemen of 
opposite politics, or political relations, which, from 
the greater freedom of newspaper discussion than 
by the Rev. ©. M. Burzrer. would very often pain and embarrass me. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. That course I have faithfully kept, and former 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order | correspondents, who have been writing for the 
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New York Express, some of whom may be now 
in the sound of my voice, if called upon here or 
elsewhere, will, under solemn oath, testify, that 
to the.n, upon all occasions, | have said, ** Show 


me nove of your letters; let me hear nothing of 
them—teli me nothing; you may write, for | do 
not wish to know anything of the record you 
make of the proceedings in Congress.”’ ‘That 
order which had previously been given, embar- 
rassed me m the previous sessions of Congress 
exceedingly, because there were often personal 
attacks—I, perhaps, use a harsh expression in 
saying personal altacks—but personal comments 
upon members of the House, which, in my own 
heart, | did notapprove, and which | would wish 
to correct if [had been at home. On account of 
this, | felt it necessary to say to the correspond- 
ents of that paper, at the opening of this Congress, 
whenever there is anything in your letters im the 
nature of personal attacks or assaults upon nem- 
bers of Congress, before your letters go to New 
York, at least bring them to me, and while | will 
not be responsible for what you say, or a single 
sentiment you may ulter, yet [ will not approve 


| of anything whi h may embarrass my soctal rela- 


tions by attacks 1m the new spaper with whieh lam 
This letter, to which 
the honorable gentleman from North Carolina 
[Mr. Srancy] alluded the other day, was brought 
to me. 
struck out. Indeed, all the personal matters I 
wished to strike out: but remonstrance was made 
to me, that the rumors which were put forth in 
that paper were rumors which were im the mouth 
of almost every man—rumors, of course, but the 
existence of which | cauld not deny in the form 
they were stated. The letter went before the pub 

lic; and but yesterday, or the day before yester- 
day, I disclaimed all personal responsibility for its 
statements, facts, or allerations. 

There is also connected with this letter an edi- 
torial article, said to have been written by me. 
This editorial article bears evidence upon its face, 
in mislocating the homes of members of Congress, 
that it could not have been written by me. And, 
to add to the strength of this statement, before 
God, I say in the presence of you all, that | never 
saw one word or one item of that editorial article, 
until it reached me in the New York Express, 
and I never read itin full until I first read it in 
the ** Congressional Globe,’’ reported here tn the 
paper before me. These are the facts of the 
case, which | state fuliy and frankly. But it is 
said, that there 1s a remarkable similarity of lan- 
ruage between that letter and the laneuage which 
] used in the caucus in the Senate Chamber the 
otherevening. Having seen the letter, and having 
been fired by such of its sentiments as I felt to be 
just and true, it is but natural that in the warmth 


supposed lo be connected. 


No inconsideralble portion of that letter I 


| and excitement of controversv I should have given 


utterance to the same thoughts in the same atyle; 
for the earnest, energetic language and ind gnant 
thoughts were such as deeply impressed me when 
written—and they were the language and thoughts 
of many others associated withme. Amazement, 
wonder, astonishment, and passion have one com- 
mon language, and like **thoughts that breathe, 
and words that burn,’’ spring from the tongue 
of every man when astonishing events occur. 
Hence this similarity of language. Hence this 
identity of thought. ‘This accounts for it, and noth- 
ing more. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there are other insinuations 
in this article of the Congressional Globe in the 
main amusing, though enough insulting; and the 
first is, that Lam no gentleman. No gentleman! 
Well, that would indeed be a severe verdict against 
my reputation if the person who renders it, was 
some Beau Brummel, the head of some fashion- 
ably-constituted board which had a right to pass 
upon what constitutes gentility, and to adjust the 
qualities and character of a gentleman. There is 
nothing on earth more difficult to deserthe—though 
every one has the idea in his mind—the beau ideal 
of what constitutes a gentleman; but when you 
approach the language of definition, of what con- 
stitutes gentility, there is nothing upon which 
mankind will more disagree. But asto what con- 
stitutes not a gentleman, there is really very little 
difference of opinion among mankind; and all the 
world will agree in saying, that he who comes 
fresh from the purlieus of Billingsgate, or from the 
bacchanalian orgies of some midnight revel, and 
vomits forth his bile in an American Senate against 
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an associate member of Congress in another 
liouse, is no gentleman. 

And there is yet another allegation against me, 
Mr. Speaker, which descends, indeed, to low- 
water mark, and becomes amusing enough, if for 
nothing else, at least for its originality. I have 
had during a long political life many, very many, 
astonishing insinuations directed against me, both 
in my public and my private relations; but this I 
am about to state bears off the palm, in freshness 
and novelty, It has been alleged that much of my 
political action has been affected by the fact, that 
in my more youthful days, it was my misfortune 
(or fortune, rather,) to suffer from that common 
frailty of youth—the loss of my heart, but, alas! 
on the wrong side of the Potomac, and so have be- 
come allied to the South by matrimonial connec- 
tion. ‘That certainly was a very grave crime, and 
1 plead guilt y to the charge uttered against me, 
and which continues to be uttered re me in 
the Northern States. Buta charge of far higher 
importance 1s made against me now, 8 lL am 
the owner of a carriage, or that ] or my fam- 
ily roll in luxury, with liveried servants, in the 
streets of the metropolis. ‘The author of this 
charge has undoubtedly mistaken the carriage of 
another member of Congress, who sometimes 
kindly gives me a ride, for mine, for his imagina- 
tion has invested common-clad driver with a 
livery. Such are my simple habits and tastes, 
that | have never been in the carriage to which he 
alludes but two or three times in my life; for I 
much prefer, when I can get the time, walking to 
riding to the Capitol. But what if I had liveried 
servauts, and own up to the mighty fact?) Well, 
sir, | had rather be wrehe by a negro in livery, 
chan, a Southern man, be the liveried coachman of 
Northern Abolitionists driving an Abolition team 
for the Presidenc yf ee | 

Such trifles as these, however, Mr. Speaker, 
could not have strung into print such a jewelry of 
words as I have before me. There must have 
been some other provocation than what appears 
here in this letter of the New York Express, or 
its editorial article. I know full well what it was. 
It was the remarks which | made in the other end 
of the Capitol, a few evenings since—remarks 
which could have no effect out of that place, and 
were, therefore, innoxious, because no reporters 
were present, and because they could not go forth 
to the country from the secrecy of that Chamber. 
But when like sentiments and similar ideas were 
published elsewhere, naturally enough those who 
felt themselves hurt within doors, became out- 
rageous when these ideas got out, and they felt it 
necessary to rise up, and, if possible, to overawe 
me and break me down as a public man. Sir, it 
will require much more than this fulmination, to 
overawe me in the discharge of my public duties, 
or to make me neglect, at all times, and upon all 
occe ASIONS, fe arlessly to utter my se ntiments of pr ib- 
lic measures and public men. But the creat cause 
of this onset upon me, comes, | repeat, from what 
I said in the other wing of the Capitol. I, then 
and there, implored the presiding officer of that 
convocation—if he was about to surrender me, to 
surrender me and such as act with me, as prison- 
ers of war—that we should havethesoldier’s honor 
of being shot, and not be strung up on a gallows 
erected by executioners educated at Christiana or 
Sy . 1cuse—that when the halter was about n ly 
neck, L should be taken by white men to the exe- 
cation rround, and not be dragged there by ropes 
in African hands. Thus much in reply to what | 
believe really prompts this assault upon me. 

One word more, before I sit down, in justice to 
my Southern Whie associates, who may have 
misunderstood what I said here the other day in 
the Louse, amid numerous interruptions, to the 
effect that the Southern Whig column faltered or 
wavered, and that was the reason why Whie 
Northern national men were depressed, and why 
they staggered, and why there was an apparent 
change from the action of the old Whig caucus, to 
the record of the votes made in this House. I 
did not mean that the whole column faltered or 
wavered, or any part of it, beyond the first shock 
telt when its chosen head gave himself up, and us 
Northern national Whigs, without stipulation or 
condition, as set forth in a certain speech in the 
United States Senate. He has been captured and 
taken by the enemy, and is now in their posses- 
sion; but—-and I say it with delight—so far as 
I know now, no Southern Whig of the column 
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wavers, laut all are true and faithful to the Constitu- 


tion, and to the Northern men who were con- 
nected with them in the hour of trial. If there has 
been any misconstruction as regards that senti- 
ment, | withdraw it freely as to all of them. After 
that trying scene which occurred the other night, 
in the other wing of the Capitol, when the great 

body of the South felt it necessary to separate 
from us Northern Whigs, the sentiment of every 
Southern Whig who remained behind, and opened 
his mouth to speak, was, that Northern men 
should be protected, and that the pledges of the 
compromise should be fully sustained, and that no 
candidate for the Presidency should be put forth 
who would not come out for the finality of these 
measures, and who would not stand recorded for 
their finality, too. 

Am I not right in this announcement of a gen- 
eral Southern Whig public sentiment? It was 
due to us, Northern men, that we should have 
such support from them; for in that terrible hour 
of trial here, two sessions azo, our services were 
iecessary for them, and they were given to them 
freely, with the implied, if not expressed under- 
standing, that they would protect us to the extent 
of their ability. Ever since that, we have been 
hunted down in the North, as the Missouri com- 
promise men were, who acted with the South in 
1820, under the lead of Mr. Clay, as we North- 


ern Whigs acted under his lead in 1850. But one | 


or two Northern members of Congress who voted 
for that compromise, survived the politic al shock 
of that day; nay, almost the whole of them were 
buried in their political graves. If, therefore, we 
feel unusually sensitive now, amidst the adverse 
public opinion about us in the North, we must be 
pardoned for our anxiety, as again and again we 
demand countenance and protection, in carrying 
out what a great mass of our people deem to be 
an odious provision of the Constitution, or in 

‘ating a sounder sentiment of respect for the ex- 
suthias of that instrument in its very spirit and 
letter. In demanding all this, with sincerity and 
energy, we demand but what is our right, and 
what it is your duty to give us. And if we can 
have it ¢ heerfully ‘ unitedly , We can support our- 
selves and our common Union upon the basis of 
the Constitution. Without it, we must all become 
the miserable victims of fanaticism and _ political 
fury. 

Mr. SACKETT. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole House 
upon the Private Calendar. 

Mr. SMART. I move that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House 


1 7 TY ° 1 ' 
on the state of the Union, upon the special order. 


Mr. STANLY. I desire to make a single 
remark. I have not seen the article in the Globe. 

Several Memsers objected. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It is too late 
for gentlemen to object now. ‘There was an un- 
derstanding that this matter should be permitted 
to proc eed. 

Mr. STANLY. Gentlemen have nota right 
I will leave it to the Speaker of the 
House. Ihave only a word to say. 

The SPEAKER. When the gentleman from 
New York {Mr. Brooks] asked leave of the 
House to make a pers sonal explanation, the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. STANLY] arose 
and said that he had no objection, provided if the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] alluded 
to any member upon this floor , that that member 
— l also have the privilege of responding. The 

hair certainly thought that there was a tacit 
assent upon the part of the House to that propo- 
sition. ‘The question arises now whether or not 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Stran- 
LY] has been so alluded to in the speech of the 
gentleman from New York,{Mr. Brooks.] 

Mr. SWEETSER. The gentlemanfrom Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Ranrou.] the other day proposed 
to make a personal e ‘xplanation, but the gentleman 
from North Carolina persisted in objecting. 

Mr. STANLY. I would rather have the gen- 
tleman from Ohio object to anything I may wish, 
than not. I hope that gentleman will never ap- 
prove of any effort of mine to do or to undo any- 
thing. Havel the leave of the House to go on 
or not? 

[C ries of ** Go on! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot decide. 

Mr. STANLY. With all respect, I insist that 


the Chair must decide, 


to object 


> «*Go on!’ ] 





———— 


The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot decig; 
the gentleman will allow him, that there was__ 

Mr. STANLY. I beg pardon of the Chair, by; 
I insist most respec tfully, that itis the duty of | 
Chair to decide. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not intend 4, 
say that he could not decide, but the gentlema 
would not allow the Chair to say what his dec; 
ion was. The Chair intended to say that } 
could not decide whether it was the uous r of th 
House, by unanimous consent, that the gentle. 
man from North Carolina should be allowed t, 
make a speech. 

Mr. STANLY. Will the Chair state, th 
what was the understanding of the House 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will again state. 
that when the gentleman from New York rose a, 
asked the unanimous consent of the Hous¢ 
make a personal explanation, the gentleman fro, 
North Carolina rose andgaid he must object, y 
less it was the understanding that if the gentlema, 
from New York referred to any gentleman on thi 
floor—the Chair thinks that was the expression-- 
that that gentleman should havea right to respond 
There was a general expression—perhaps not uni- 
versal—of assent to that proposition, and the C| 
is free to say that the gentleman from North Car- 
olina might well come to the conclusion that | 
had, under these circumstances, a right to make » 
8 yeech. 

Mr. SWEETSER. If the gentleman fron 
North Carolina will confine his remarks to th: 
lusion which was made to him, 1 certainly wi 
make no objection. He is, perhaps, surticled 4 
that. But I shall object if he travels into es 
fense of a certain gentleman at the other end of 
the Capitol, who has been alluded to, 

Mr. STANLY. I would rather the centlema) 
should object than not. 

Mr. SWEETSER. If the gentleman from 
North Carolina invites me to object, I will do it 

{Cries of **Oh, no!’’} 

Mr. STANLY. I shall not trespass long upo 
the attention of the House. I regret exceedingly 
the appearance of the speech in the Globe, which 
has been referred to by the gentleman from New 
York. I have not seenit or read it. The gentl 
man from New York has said nothing at all which 
calls for any personal reply on my part, and | 
leave it to the gentleman who has been assailed to 
take care of himself as he thinks proper, and : 
he can, if he pleases. He does not ask or need 
any defense. He would not thank me for attempt- 
ing it, for that would imply he needed it. He 
has spoken in the Senate, to my regret, for I d 
yrecate all personal matters, both there and here. 
f he needs any defense here—as I have been 
tine behind the gentleman from New York, and 
could not hear him distinetiy—I call upon my co! 
— ae VENABLE,] who represents ~ dis 
trict, to do it, or another ores [Mr. Curnc® 
MAN, ) W a sat immediately in front of the gentl 
man from New York, wd who, I suppose, is 01 
as friendly relations with that hono mrable Senator 
as myself. 

Both these gentlemen [Venasie and Criveman] 
have heard what was said. Ll only want to say 
this, that I deplore the existing state of things, 
and these charges and counter-charges again 
rentlemen in the Senate and in the House. Ido 
not know where we shall stop, if we begin to 
reply to newspapers. I wish to say but one sin vel 
word, in all calmness, and without reflecting up 
anybody. ‘The only point in the te of the 
gentleman from New York, which touched me, 
the other day—and which he generously wit hdre W 
this morning, if I understood him aright—w as the 
idea that Southern gentlemen ‘* wavered ’’upon this 
question of the compro mise acts. I felt hurt at 
what | thought was a charge of infidelity to u " 
people who have honored me with their c onfidens 
and, as the gentleman from New York has re aried 
to a remark he made in the last Cidatet, ot 
‘© eooing’’ tones towards Southern men, and fierce 
tones towards Northern men, I will say, that sev 
eral gentlemen were res strained from replyit ig to 
him in harsh terms, for the consideration that 
their previous relations had been frie ndly with th 
ventleman from New York, ant that it was im 
proper to indulge in the ** fiercer”’ tones toward: 
gentlemen from his ** latitude.’ 

The feelings I speak of animated me. To ac- 
cuse a Southern man of wavering in that respect, 
is to say that he is destitute of patriotism, personal 














10t derjA 
ere Was” hig constituents. No Southern gentleman could || motion to reconsider is not one which can be con- | to come before the House 
1e Cha - bear aremark of that sort without feeling his heart sidered now. This day is set apart for private Mr. HOUSTON. I am anvyious that debate 
dut of th with indignation, as did the hearts of every || bills, and we are considering a private bill, on || shall be closed, and that the bill shall be disposed 
Southern gentleman the other day. He has, how- || which the previous question has been demanded of as soon as possible. ‘There is much other im- 
otn tend f , m ide the amende honorable this morning, as Mr. SRIGGS demanded tellers on the second; portant business which is suffering from negiec 
> gentlen | understand him; and on that point, therefore, I which were ordere d; and Messrs. VenabLe, and 1 hope the earliest day will be adopted 
at his de ive no more to say. . STEPHENS of Georgia, were appointed, The quesuon W t} rken upon the amend- 
ay that } Mr BROOKS. Will the gentleman ¢ allow me The question was then put, and the tellers re- ment to substitute * Thursday’’ instead of ** ‘Tues 
rder of ; . interrupt him for one moment? I know he does || ported—s0 in the affirmative. day;’’ and it was agreed to. 
the ve, tt mean to say that I made that amende upon A further count not being demanded, the pre- The resolution a ended was then adopted. 
allowed ie suggestion, advice, or insinuation of anybody || vious question received a second. Mr. CARTTER ved that the vote just taken, 
: m t South. I do not want the idea to go The main question was ordered to be put. by which the resolution ssed, be re sidered, 
Sta , forth that I was intimidated into it. I know the Mr. SKELTON demanded the yeas and nay ind that the motion to re sider do le upon the 
Use ; ag in will do me justice on that point, on the passage of the bill, but they were not or tuble: which latter motion was agreed to 
é' STANLY. I intimated no such thing as | dered. The SPEAKER. The que now recurs 
rk rose a ot tion—not by any means. And the question being put, the bill passed. upon the motion to suspend the rules, and that the 
House Mr. BROOKS. I would not make even a just Mr. STEPHENS moved to reconsider the vote || House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
eman f; qualification, under intimidation, by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- | Whole on the state of the Union. 
yb} Mr. STANLY. I didnotintendtointimate such || tion to reconsider upon the table; which latte: SACKETT. Lrise to a point of order 
Cent i thing. motuon was arreed to My point is, that as the usiness upon the Private 
lan or Now, sir, a word in reference to one remark Mr. SACKETT moved that the House resolve | Calendar has preference over other business on 
pressic made by the gentleman ep ixts New York, and that || itself into a Committee of the Whole House on | Fridays and Saturdays of each week, the motion 
os was, that the ** large body’ > of the Southern gen- he Private Calendar. to go into the Committee of the Whole en the 
tlemen left the caucus. If the gentleman had Mr.SMART moved that the rules be suspended, Private Calendar takes precedence that to go 
counted the Southern eentlemen who were present || and that the House resolve itself into the Com- | into the Committee of the Wh yn the state « 
and those who left, he would have found that he || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. the Union 
n th; was mistaken in point of fact. I think a majority Mr. HOWARD. Is it not in order now to The SPEAKER The Chair decides that the 
tO make of Southern members remained—that is my im- || refer the private bills from the Senate upon the motion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
pression. 1 beg pardon of the House for having || Speaker’s table? state of the Union takes precedence, for the reason 
nan fr espassed on its time even for these four and a The SPEAKER. It is not in order, because | that the special order takes precedence of all other 
to the ialf minutes. that business has not been taken up. business from day to day—lI'ridays and Saturdays 
ninly w; MONROE RAILROAD COMPANY. sihtadhitetn ieeteeiciaeneiaeiiddel ee not excepted. Ordinarily, the gentleman would 
ntitled The SPEAKER. This being private bill day, || C“OSE OF DEBATE ON HOMESTEAD BILL. || be correct in his point of order; but inasmuch asa 
nto ad the Chair announced that the bill upon the Speak- Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. If the House shall Bper ial order is now pené r, the Chair has no 
r end « er’s table ** for - relief of the Monroe Railroad || vote down the motion to go into a Committee of | doubt in the correctness of his decision 
Company and their sureties,’’ was the first busi- he Whole House on the Private Calendar, [shall Mr.S \t KEI Well, if the mot is voted 
ent ess in order. The gentleman from New York || take it as a determination on the partof the House | GOW, Wilit then be in order to move to ga inte 
(Mr. Sackerr] moves that the Elouse resolve itself pe spt with the special order, and I shall then | ‘ ‘The SPE of the Whole on the Private Calendar 
in fror intoa Committee of the Whole on the Private Cal- || offer a resolution to close the debate on the special The SPI AKI uk lt will then be in order 
ul do endar. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Smarr] ortal on Tuesday next. The question was then put upon the motion to 
moves that the House resolve itself into the Com- TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that  SUSpt nd the rules and go into the Committee of the 
ng up mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. the question will be first taken upon the motionto hole on the state of the Umion, and carried in 
eedit Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. ‘That billupon || go into the Committee of the Whole on the state | ¢ afirmative Accord y the House resolved 
» Whie the Speaker’s table will give rise tono debate. It | of the Union on the special order. That motion  !'** lfinto the Committee of the W on the 
rm Ney is merely to relieve some sureties for a consider- | will have the precedence, because it is the specia ute of the Union, (Mr. Himsaro in the Chair.) 
e gentle able amount of money. It has been lying over | order. HOMESTEAD BIL} 
ll whic] since last private bill day, and gentlemen who Mr. JOHNSON. By the permission of the . , a Di kskes 
tr and | wished to examine it have had an opportunity of House, I wish to say a single word. Usually on The CHAIRMAN stated, as ti siness be 
riled doing so. It will take no time, and therefore I | Fridays and Saturdays we do but little; and the re the committee, the consideration of Hous 
» and hope it will be taken up. chances are that if we do not go into committee o1 No. 7, be . billto encourage agriculture, 
or ni Mr. SACKETT. That bill is a private bill, | the special order, we will adjourn over to-morrow. | commerce, mani fact , and for other purposes 
ittemy and one which has been partly considered by the Now, I wish to say to the House, that it is the on which the gentleman from Illinois, [Mh 
it. House. I will, therefore, waive my motion to go | determination of many of the friends of the home Yares,] was entitled to the floor. 
or I de into a Committee of the Whole House, in order || stead bill to bring the debate upon it to a close; Mr. YATES occupied the floor an hourin favoi 
id her that 1t may be first disposed of. and if the House will devote to-day and to-mor- | of the policy of the bill, argu that it would re 
een Mr. SMART. I willalso withdraw my motion | row to the special order, we can close the debate | sult beneficently to the new States, the General 
rk, ay if the bill is Fons to lead to no debate. on Tuesday at one o’clock. Government, and to the } ple of tl country at 
my Mr. STEPHENS. I move the previous ques- I offer the usual resolution to close debate on || large. He adv ted the policy of liberal grants 
Ms dis tion on the passage of the bill. the s) syprechagiey the Committee of the Whole | to the new States for the purpose of constructing 
Crime HOUSTON. Is not the first business in || on the state of the Union, on Tuesday next, twé railroads, and especially grants for the benefit of 
vent order the call of committees for reports? hours after the committee shall have resumed the | the indigent insane in all the States. He main- 
,18 0 The SPEAKER. This is private bill day, and consideration of the same. uned that the giving of lands to actual settlers, 
senate the first business in order is the consideration of Vir. HENDRICKS. I move to strike ou whilst it w uld provide homes for the poor labor 
the private bill upon the Speaker’s table. Tuesday,” and insert ‘* Thursday, in lieu there- | ers of the old States, wou ld destroy the tenantry 
GMAN Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that | of. system of the new States, and give to the thou 
oO gay on private bill days, there is no morning hour? Mr. DEAN. Before voting upon this question, sands of tenants these lands to cultivate for them- 
hing The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that if | I desire to ask a question. selves, instead of cultivating those of their land- 
rail there is private business on the Speaker’s table, it Mr. JOHNSON. I am disposed to accept ¢ lord Mr. Y.’s speech will be found in the Ap- 
I do is his duty to take up that business. In the ab- | whatever is agreeable to the House. pendix. ’ 
rin t sence of any business on the Speaker’s table, there Mr. DEAN. If we pass this resolution, to Mr. SMART addressed the committee in de 
sli would be a morning hour. close the debate on Tuesday next, and the House | fence of the North, and to show that there was 
Ul Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from | then refuses to go into the Committee of the Whole | no substantial foundation for the charges repeat 
of the Georgia will let us have the call of committees for | on the state of the Union, gentlemen will have no | edly made of wholesale wrongs, aggressions, ex 
l n one hour. opportunity of being heard. tions, al d oppression by that section upon the 
1d [Cries of ** No!”’ ** No!’’] Mr. HOUSTON. There is no danger of the | South. [Mr. S.’s speech will be found in th 
is t Mr. GORMAN. I would inquire of the Chair | House refusing to go into committee if we close | Appe ndix.] ; 
nt whether the motion of the gentleman from North | the debate. Mr. DEAN spoke of the state of parties in New 
rt Carolina [Mr. Sranty] to reconsider the vote by Mr. VENABLE. I would suggestto my friend | York, claiming that State as Democratic, and as 
ot! which the bill in relation to the State U niversity of from New York, {Mr. Dean,] that there are a_ serting that her electoral vote will be given to the 
en Indiana was referred to the Committee of the | number of gentlemen who desire to speak upon nominee of the Baltimore Convention. He ut- 
erre: Whole on the state of the Union, does not take | this subject, and I hope, if debate is closed upon _ terly repudiated the doctrine of “‘claims’’ on the 
8, precedence during the morning? this bill, that we shall have night sessions, and | Democratic party = said that the Democrats 
its The SPEAKER. [It is not the duty of the allow them to make their speeches. would go into the canvass on principles, while the 
Sey Chair to call up the consideration of that motion. Mr. HOUSTON. Letus stop debate, andthen | Whigs would ‘go tt blind” for the spoils. [Mr. 
° to Mr. GORMAN. The subject will not take | agree upon the night sessions afterwards. D.’s speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 
tha more than three minutes, and I ask that it may Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. If it is the Mr. EWING next obtained the floor, but 
it id be called up. ‘ pleasure of the House, I will accept of the modi- | yielded to 
im ‘ The SPE AK RR. The Chair thinks that that fication proposed by the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. OUTLAW, who moved that the committee 
ard : is a question whith belongs more appropriately to | [Mr. Henvarcxs,] and leave the resolution so as_— do rise; which motion was reed to. 
the morning hour, it being a report from a com- | to provide for closing debate upon Thursday next. The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
y ac- mittee. Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the ge ntleman will having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
ect, Mr. STANLY. I will call it upata very early | allow his proposition to remain as originally made, | that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
nal day. It shall not be lost by my neglect. so as to cunts the House to decide between them the Union had, according to order, had the Union 
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onor, and regard for the rights and interests of 


The SPEAKER. 
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The Chair thinks that the 


L173 


JOHNSON. Cer I will allow both 
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generally under consideration, and particularly the | 
homestead bill, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 








APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee of Ways 
anid Means, by unanimous consent, reported the 


following bills, which were severally read a first || 


and second time by their titles, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill making appropriation for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1853; 

A bill making appropriation for the Post Office 
Department during the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1853; and 

A bill making appropriation for the transporta- 
tion of the United States mail by ocean steamers, 
or otherwise, during the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1853. 

Mr. PRICE. I move that when thi: House 
adjourns it adjourn to meet again on Monday next. 

The question being put, it was disagreed to. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. MEADE. 
his motion for a moment? 

Mr. ROBBINS. I will. 

Mr. MEADE. 
drawn, that I might ask for the State of Alabama 
the special favor of introducing a bill from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with the view of 


having it passed by the House, authorizing a | 


change in the time of holding the courts in that 
State. 

Mr. 1IOUSTON. 
priation. It simply provides for changing the 
time of holding the courts. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. MEADE, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, reported back, without amendment, and , 


with a recommendation that it do pass, Senate 
bill No. 209, entitled ** An act to change the time 
of holding the United States district courts in Ala- 
bama, and for other purposes.”’ 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and, having been read a third time, it was 
passed, 

On motion by Mr. MEADE, the House then 
adjourned to meet to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. gave notice that, on to-morrow 
or soure subsequent day of the session, he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill entitled “A bill to surrender to the State 
of Ohio the unfinished portion of the Cumberland road in 
said State.”’ 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 


nnder the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees > | 


By Mr. BOYD, of Kentucky: The petition of John G. 
Ravnusey, praying that a patent may issne jn lien of the one 
heretofore issued James Ramsey, son and the other heirs at- 
Jaw of John Rameey. 

By Mr. LANDRY: The petition of A’ RB. Roman, of 
Louisiana, praying the confirmation of his tithe to a tract of 
land in said State. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Messrs. Bogert 
& Kneeland, Benjamin L. Swan, and the executors of 
Thaddeus Phelps, of New York, and Jacot Idler, of Phil- 
adelphia, asking Congress to interpose in behalf of their 
claim opon the Government of Venezuela. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of EB. 
Douglass and 30 others, citizens of Mississippi, praying a 
grant of land for the benefit of the Franklin Institute, a lit- 
erary and scientific school, in Copiah county, Mississippi. 

By Mr. ALLEN, of Hlinois: The petition of 8. W. Mitch- 
ell and 86 others, citizens of Williamson county, Illinois, 
praying the establishment of a post route from Raleigh, in 
Saline county, to Marion, in Williamson county, Hlinois. 

Also, the petition of L. M. Riley and 89 others, citizens 
of Saline county, Hlinois, praying the establishment of the 
same route. 

Ry Mr. MACE: The memorial of Joseph E. McDonald, 
Isane ©. Elston, Henry 8. Lane, Jacob Winn, John Wil- 
exon, Alex. Thomson, and William Swining, committee in 
behalf of the people of Fountain, Moutgomery, and Boone 
counties, asking a grant of lands to aid in constructing a 
railroad from Springfield. Hlinois, via Danville, to Coving- 
ton, Crawfordsville, and Andersontown, Indiana. 

By Mr. SIBLEY: The petition of George W. Campbell 
and 101 others, citizens of Minnesota, praying that the en- 
gineer in charge of the Government roads in that Territory 
be authorized to change the route of the road from Point 
Douglas to the Falls of the St. Louis river, so that it shall 
pass by Bowles’s Mills, instead of by Cottage Grove. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of Geo. 
Hickman, of Tennessee, praying Congress to grant hima 
pension for services rendered in the war of 1812 with Great 

vitain, 


Ry Mr. A pe meipny d Maine: The petition of John | 


Starling and others, of Portland, Maine, praying that the 
fichiog bounty may be allowed to the owners of the schoouer 
Elizabeth, lost at sea. 
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|| port, and also to print 30,000 additional copies 
thereof for the use of the Senate, wus referred to the 


| orders, for the purpose of taking up the deficiency | 


| received from the Secretary 


Will the gentleman withdraw 


I wished the motion to be with- || 


; hensive that serious injury will result to the service it the 
| passage of the * deficiency bill,’? now pending in the Sen 


The bill involves no appro- || during the next summer, for the protection of the north 


| to carry this plan into execution. 
} tion of the bill in question. 


| servant, 


| attention of the Senate to the exclusion of all other 
business for several days. 


| consideration of private bills. 


| Congress, have been delayed for two weeks. This 


, that the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx,] who is 


, properly, to postpone it, in order to give him an 








___April 28, 


1 





IN SENATE, 
Frivayr, April 23, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Commissioner 
of Patents, submitting the annual agricultural re- 
port of that office. 
A motion by Mr. HAMLIN, to print the re- 


| who is chairman of the Committee on the Post 
Oifice and Post Roads, is very desirous of sub. 
mitting some remarks on the amendment pending 
| to the deficiency bill. As it is one connected qj. 
rectly with the administration of the Post Office 
Department, his indisposition is, I think, a full 
justification why we should not proceed with that 
villto-day. But the other reasons which the Sen- 
ator from Alabama has stated, certainly will in- 
duce me to vote to adhere this day to private bills 
| | hope the Senate will do so. , 
| Mr. CASS. I saw the Senator from Texas 
| about halfan hour ago. He desired me to say 
that he would not oppose the consideration of this 
bill to-day; but considering his relation as chair. 
man of the Post Office Committee, and the in- 
quiries which he has made into this matter, and 
knowing that he is very anxious to address the 
Senate on the subject, | hope we will not take up 
the bill to-day. 

Mr. DOWNS. I hope that the private bills 
will not longer be delayed. They have already 
been delayed, not only for two weeks, but for 
two or three weeks previously nothing was done 
| except to discuss some particular private bills. } 
‘| take it that this rule, setting apart to-day for 
private bills, meant something. If we are con- 
stantly to dispense with it, it would be better to 
abrogate it at once. I see no pressing necessity 
for acting on the deficiency bill to-day. It can- 
nothe disposed of to-day; and forthe mere gain of 
| one day | think itwill be better not to take it up, 

but go on with the Private Calendar. 

Mr. WALKER. I hope the rule will not be 
dispensed with. Iam at the head of one of the 
committees from which private bills come. That 
committee has reported bills of an important 
character. If we are to have those bills consid- 
ered at all, | hope the Senate will bestow the one 
day allotted to them to their consideration. I hope 
; their consideration wili not be longer postponed. [ 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient || make this appeal to the Senate, as | am at the 


c. M. CONRAD, it ° ° . . via’ “+ 
Secretary of Wer. | head of one of the committees from which private 
bills come. 


Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, || 
Chairmun of the Committee on Finance, '| Mr. ADAMS. I beg leave to suggest that 
United States Senate. there are evident indications of the public re- 
quiring the attention of this body; and as it is 
| desirable to act upon the deficiency bill, I suggest 
that to-morrow, by common consent, and without 
any motion, be set apart for the consideration of 
that bill. It is a leisure day—a day on which we 
are in the habit of taking holiday. Now, if the 
public business requires the action of the body, | 
hope that to-morrow will beset apart as a day for 
| its consideration ; and that we shall proceed to-day 
| with the regular order of business. 

Mr. HUNTER’S motion was not agreed to. 
THE CARMELITE NUNNERY—ORDER OF 
BUSINESS. 

The PRESIDENT. The first question before 
the Senate will be on the motion to reconsider the 
vote rejecting the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the benefit of the Carmelite Nunnery 


of Baltimore. 
Mr. DOWNS. I would suggest that this isa 


| 
i] 
| 
| 


} 
! 


Committee on Printing. 
D> 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to suspend all the prior 


bill; and, before the vote is taken on that motion, | 
1 should like to have read a letter which [| have 
of War. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator must make 
another motion, and that is, to suspend the order 
requiring private bills to be taken up to-day. 

Mr. HUNTER. I make that motion. Before | 
the question is taken, I ask for the reading of the | 
letter which | have received from the Secretary of || 
War. 

The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 


War DerparRTMENT, ? 
WasHINnGctTon, April 15, 1852. § 
Sir: I take the liberty of informing you that t am appre- 


} 


ate, should be much longer delayed. The movements of 
troops, so far as it depends on orders from this Department, 
are entirely arrested by the want of funds to pay for trans 
portation. Itis considered highly important to march sev 
eral companies of mounted meu along the route to Oregon, 


| 


western frontier, and of emigrants to the Pacific coast; but 
there are no horses for this purpose and no means to pur- | 
chase them, and it is feared that, before the uecessary ar- | 
rangements can be made, the season will be too taradvanced 


For these reasous [ respectiully urge an early considera- 





Mr. CLEMENS. 


I hope that course will not 
be pursued, 


The deficiency bill has occupied the 


I have no objection to 
considering it at the proper time, and in its proper 
place, but we have for two weeks postponed the 
The private claim- || 
ants who have been here waiting on the justice of || 


day was specially set apart for the consideration 
of their claims, and I do object to thrusting in 
other business to take precedence of them. Be- 
sides, there are other reasons why the deficiency | 
bill should not betaken up to-day. Itis well known 


prevented by indisposition from being here to-day, | 
is exceedingly anxious to address the Senate on | 
that bill. We would owe it to him, if it came up 


opportunity of doing so. I hope we will proceed 


‘| to them to say. 


| to the consideration of private business to-day, 
| and take up the deficiency bill at a proper time | 


and in its proper place. As to these contracts for 
the transportation of troops mentioned in the let- 
ter of the Secretary of War, we all know better 
than that. We all know that the law authorizes | 
the Secretary to contract for the transportation of | 
supplies, without any appropriation. 
Mr. HUNTER. can only say, so far as the 
Senator from Texas is concerned, that I called to | 
see him this morning, and told him that if the | 
question was likely to come to a vote, in the event | 


of the Senate taking up the deficiency bill, I would | 
But I told him | 
that I also understood that there were several | 
speeches to be made on the subject, and that I did | 


send for him, and let him know. 


not suppose we would be able to get to a vote 
to-day. But even supposing that we should be 


able to get a vote on the amendment giving addi- | 
tional compensation to Collins’s line of steamers, | 


when we got to that point, the amendment might 


be laid aside by general consent, and we might go | 


| on with other amendments. 


As to the propriety of attending to the consid- | 
eration of private bills, or taking up this measure, | 
I leave it | 


| the Senate can judge as well as [ can. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 











bill in which the Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Pratt] takes a deep interest. He is absent to- 
day; and, therefore, | move that its further con- 
sideration be postponed until next Friday. 

Mr. DAWSON. I hope that this bill will not 
be postponed. I presume that there will be no 
difficulty about passing it now. It is for a very 
small amount,and I do not think there can be any 
difficulty about passing it. 

Mr. HALE. The Senator from Georgia is very 
much mistaken. 

Mr. DAWSON. If it be not desired by the 
Senator from Louisiana that the bill should lie 
over, I would be very much pleased to have the 
vote taken on it now, 

Mr. DOWNS. I do not object to that course, 
and therefore I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I think it would be better to 
lay over that bill. The Senator from Maryland, 
“ae takes a deep interest in it, is absent, and I 
apprehend that it will not pass without opposi- 
tion. It is the same bill which has been debated 


here before. 
I did not Phow that the bill 


Mr. DAWSON. 
was to be re-debated. I thought that the debate 
before had covered the whole ground. And I was 


under the impression that the vote could be taken 


The Senator from Texas, || at once. 
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Mr. SEWARD. Ido not know that we shall | 
have more time, or that we could adopt a better | 
rule with regard to the Private Calendar than to 
dispose of the business as it comes up. For two 
weeks we have not considered the Private Calen- 
dar; and I hope that we will now dispose of this | 
bill and go on with bills on the Private Calendar | 
jn their regular order. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to suggest that it would 
be better to take up and adopt a resolution offered 
some time since by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, {Mr. Norris.] It isaresolution proposing 
that private bills to which there is no objection 
should be considered immediately; and that those 
which are objected to shall go over till the next 
Friday. 

The PRESIDENT. That cannot be taken up 
without a motion to suspend the order for the pur- | 
pose. , 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not object to taking up 
the Carmelite Nunnery bill in its order. I merely 
made a suggestion that it was probable the bill 
would be debated, in order that the Senate might 
consent to lay it over, and get along faster with | 
other business. | 

Mr. GWIN. Is it not in order te move to take | 
up the resolution of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire? 

The PRESIDENT. Not without a suspen- 
sion of the order setting apart this day for the 
consideration of private bills. ; 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that course will be pur- 
sued. The resolution relates exclusively to pri- 
vate business, and [ move to suspend the execu- 
tion of the order for the purpose of taking it up. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would suggest that the 
motion of the Senator from California belongs to 
private bills. All the action that he asks for is in 
reference to private bills, and in order to facilitate 
their passage. 

The PRESIDENT. 

rivate bill. 

Mr. NORRIS. I trust there will be no objec- 
tion to taking up the resolution. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Gwin, and the Presipent announced that it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that before the Chair de- 
cides whether the motion is agreed to, or not, the 
resolution will be read. I do not think the Senate 
understands it. It pertains exclusively to private 
business, and its object is to accelerate private bills. | 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has decided | 
that the motion is not agreed to; and there was | 
no division called for. 

| 
| 


j 
i 
| 


It is a resolution; not a 


Mr. MANGUM. Will the Chair be so kind 
as to inform me what the resolution is? 

The PRESIDENT. It will be read, if desired. | 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That Friday next, and every succeeding third 
Friday thereafter, shall be devoted to the consideration of 
such private bills upon the Calendar as shall not give rise 
to debate ; and whenever debate shall arise upon a bill, or 
any Senator shall express a desire to debate the same, it 
shall go over to the following Friday.’’ 

Mr. SEWARD. I understood the resolution 
perfectly. It was because I did not see that it was 
a practicable or just mode of proceeding, that I 
voted against suspending the order. 

Mr. HALE. Ts it in order to make a motion 
to suspend the consideration of private bills? 

The PRESIDENT. It is not, because that | 
motion has just been decided, and no question has | 
since been taken. 

Mr. HALE. ThenI will make a motion. 1 
move that the motion to reconsider the vote re- 
jecting the bill for the benefit of the Carmelite 
Nunnery of Baltimore be laid on the table. 

Mr. DOWNS. By laying the bill on the table, 
it will be taken off the Calendar. I object to that 
course; but I have no objection to its postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. HALE. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Louisiana, that if it is laid upon the table, a 
majority can take it up at any time. 

The PRES! DENT. The motion to lay on the 
table is no: debatable. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I do not wish to debate it; 
I want to know whether, if the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table, the effect of it will not 
be to preclude a reconsideration hereafter? 

The PRESIDENT. Notatall. Ifthe motion 
to reconsider is laid upon the table, it can betaken | 
up at any time hereafter. The regulation of the | 
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House of Representatives on this point is different | 
from that of the Senate. 

There was a division, and sixteen were in favor 
of the motion, and fourteen against it—no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw the motion, and move 
to postpone the further consideration of the motion 
to reconsider until to-morrow. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

I now renew the motion made 


Mr. HALE. 


by the Senator from California, to postpone the 


order of the Senate in relation to taking up private 
bills, for the purpose of taking up the resolution 
introduced by my colleague. And I want to say 
to my friend from New York, that he isaltogether 
mistaken in supposing that this would be an im- 
practicable rule. ‘There has been such a rule in 
the House of Representatives for years, and its 
operation is exceedingly just and equitable. Un- 
der the present rule of the Senate, if you get a 


| Carmelite Nunnery bill, or something of that sort, 


at the head of the Calendar, it blocks up all other 
private bills; and all those bills, the justice of 
which is manifest to the whole Senate, are delayed. 
Whereas, if we were to go over the Calendar once, 
and take up the bills to which there is no objec- 
tion, we can dispose of them, and then go back 
and take up the Septal ones. I hope this res- 
olution will commend itself to the good sense of 
the Senate. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand it perfectly. Its 


| effect will be this: When you get a Carmelite 


Nunnery bill before the Senate, or something of 
that sort, it can never pass, because any sen- 
ator will be able to prevent its passage by saying 
that he intends to discuss it; that is to say, the 
effect of the resolution will be to give priority to 
those who can get their bills through without dis- 
cussion, and prevent relief to those parties who 
have meritorious claims which require to be dis- 
cussed. 

Mr. GWIN. [appeal to the Senate if that is 
any argument against this resolution. ‘The amount 
of the Senator from New York’s position is, that 
because a portion of the Senate are opposed to a 
bill, therefore we shall not pass any private bill to 
which they are not opposed. That is the whole 
point of the case. ‘There are a vast number of 
bills on the Private Calendar to which nobody 
objects, and shall they be kept behind those bills, 
which are constantly being contested? I think 


|| that it is due to those claimants who have claims 


reported upon favorably, which are on the Cal- 
endar, and cannot be reached except through this 
rule, that they should have some opportunity of 
| knowing whether any member of the Senate ob- 


| jects to them. These disputed claims should not 


always have preference. ‘There are two or three 
claims which have occupied the attention of the 
Senate for two or three private bill days, and we 


have not made any progress on the Private Cal- 


endar for a month past. I say it is unjust and 
| unfair to those claimants, to whose claims there 
is no objection, that they should be thus post- 
poned, and that doubtful claims should occupy 
| the whole time of the Senate. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
The Senate proceeded accordingly to consider 
the resolution. 
| Mr. NORRIS. 


so as to read: 


I have modified the resolution 


Resolved, That to-day, and every fourth Friday hereafter, | 
shall be devoted to the consideration of such private bills | 
upon the Calendar as shall not give rise to debate; and | 


| whenever debate shall arise upon a bill, or any Senator 
shall express a desire to debate the same, it shall go over 
to the following Friday. 


The resolution as modified was adopted. 
THOMAS H. LEGGET. 


The PRESIDENT announced that the bill for | 
the relief of Thomas H. Legget was the first on | 


the Private Calendar. 


Mr. HUNTER expressing a desire to debate | 


it, it was laid over. 


IRA DAY. 
The PRESIDENT announced the next bill to 


be one for the relief of Ira Day, of Vermont. 


Mr. BAYARD expressing a desire to debate it, | 


it was laid over. 


ALEXANDER Y. P. GARNETT. 
| The joint resolution for the relief of Alexander 
| Y. P. Garnett was read the second time, and con- 
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sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of the Navy to cause to be paid 
to Alexander Y. P. Garnett the sum of $166 10 
for his services as Surgeon on board the ship 
*Cyane,”’ from March 1], 1843, to August 6, of 
the same year. 

It was reported to the Senate without amend- 
ment, and ordered to 
reading. 


be engrossed for a third 


EXTENSION OF PATENTS. 

The bill for the relief of George G. Bishop and 
the legal representatives of John A rnold, deceased, 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It provides that the 
letters-patent granted to John Arnold, dated July 
15, 1829, for a new and useful improvement m 
the machine for forming the web of cloth, of wool, 
hair, or other suitable substances 
! 


» Without spin- 
ning, or weaving; and also the letter 
eranted to John Ar rid and Creorve cy. 
dated October 20, 1836, for a new 
provement in the same machine be renewed, re- 
vived, and extended for the term of 
years from and after the passage of the act. 


patent 
ot 
Bishop, 


and useful im- 


fourteen 
That 
revived, renewed, and extended 
shall have the same effect as if they wereornginally 
cranted for a term of years extending to fourteen 
years after the pass we of the act: Provided, Such 


renewed and extended patents shall be open to 


the patents so 


legal inquiry and decision in the same manner as 
if they were issued under the general laws regu 

lating the renewal of patents: elnd provided, fur 

ther, That all persons now enjoying the lawful use 
of the machines so patented, and the purchase of 
any such machine so in use, or lawfully 
structed, shall continue to use the same notwith- 


con- 


standing the provisions of this act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


HARRIET F. FISHER. 

The PRESIDENT announced that the bill next 
in order, was a bill for the relief of Harriet F. 
Fisher, widow of Marvin W. Fisher. 

Mr. BORLAND. Before the bill is read a sec- 
ond time, I wish to eall the attention of the Sen- 
ate to the fact that the Committee on Military 
Affairs have reported a bill, which they offer and 
insist on I think, 
therefore, it had better be passed over for the pres- 
ent. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over 
under the rule. 


, as a substitute for this one. 


ALBRA TRIPP. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Albra ‘Tripp, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole, It 
provides that the name of Albra Tripp, a soldier 
in the service of the United States in the late war 

{ with Great Britain, be placed on the roll of invalid 
pensions, at the rate of $4 per month, commen- 
cing the first day of December, 1851; to continue 
during his natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, read a third time, and passed. 

JOSEPH JOHNSTON. 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Johnston was 
read a second time,and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. ‘The bill provides that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior place the name of Joseph 
Johnston, of Addison county, Vermont, on the 
pension roll, at the rate of $8 per month; said 
allowance commencing on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1850, and continuing during his natura! life. 

“here being no amendment offered, the bill was 

reported to the Senate, read a third time, and 
passed. 


SYLVANUS BLODGET. 


The House bill for the relief of Sylvanus Blodget 
|| was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that the Secretary 
|| of the Interior place the name of Sylvanus Blodget 
upon the pension roll, at $8 = month, com- 
mencing on the seventh day of January, 1546. 

Mr. DAWSON. If there is a report in this 
case I wish it may be read. 

The report was accordingly read. 

The petitioner was a private in the company cf 
volunteers from the town of Jericho, in the county 
of Chittenden, State of Vermont, commanded by 

| Captain Peter L. Allen, of that town. On hearing 
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that the sritish forces were advancing upon Platts- 
burg, in the Stateof New York, early in Sep- 
tember, 1814, that militia company marched to 
Lake Champlain, which they crossed, and wer 
actually engaged in the battle of Plattsbure. The 
p etitioner, W ‘hile in the line of his duty, by reason 
of fatigue and exposure, lying out on the ground 
in cold — nights without covering, took a severe 

old, and was subsequently carried home sick, 
with severe pain in his head, back, and hips, and 
also a very sore throat and mouth. He was 
confined by sickness, rheumatis sm, and inflamma 
tion in his eyes, which rendered them weak and 
sore, gradually growing worse ever since; 
I een able » 


—_ —E _ 





then 


- and has 
but a small portion of the time, to per 
form manual Jabor. He has tx 
his eyes,and can see but dimly with the other. Be- 
» he went to Plattsburg he was in good healt! 
aa since hi 


st the use of one of 


be 
s return his healt h has been very poor, 
and he is fully satisfied that his afflictions came 
upon him in consequence of 
[le is po yr, and now about sixty-fiv 
The facts of the petitioner’s service , and ee i 
performance of his duty, are sworn to by his C 
tain and Colone l, and the 
iJ robust previous to his service, 1s sworn to by 
his C aptain, and several of his neighbors. There 
also the te sumony of two physic lans, who certi- 
fy that the petitioner is in the condition set forth 
by him, and that it is their opinion that the cause 
of his complaint was the exposures at the battle of 
Platisb ure. 

Mr. DAWSON. I should be pleased to have 
the chairman of the Committee on Pensions ex- 
plain to the Senate the principle upon aie the 
comunittee base the report in favor of placing this 
individual upon the pension roll. Itis nearly forty 
years the battle was fought, and his claim 
seems to be urged in consequence of his sufferings 
from a cold that he took, and not from wounds 
received in battle. I think it is a new principle. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa. There is nonew principle 
in this case. If he had made his application be- 
fore, he would have received his pension. ‘There 
is no reason for refusing to grant it now, except 
that it has remained so long. 

Mr. HALE. J object to this. 

The PRESIDENT. Then it must pass over. 

Mr. HALE. I do not mean to object to the 
bill, but to the debate. I will, however, move to 
amend the bill, by striking out ** 1846,’ and in- 
serting ‘ 1852.’ 

Mr. DAWSON. 
principle. 

' Mr. HALE. 


So the 


going to Plattsbun ir. 


e years of awe. 


i 


fact of his being h thy 


since 


That does not change the 
Then let it pass over. 
bill was passed over. 

ARTEMAS CONANT. 

The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to the consideration of House bill for 

sayment of arrears of pension to the guardian of 
Acts mas Conant. 

The bill provides that the arrears of pension 
now due to Artemas Conant, an invalid pensioner, 
by an act passed July 6th, 1815, be paid to his 
guardian, at the rate of $5 334 per month, from 
March 4th, 1830, to April, 1846. 

Mr. FELCH. I desire that the report, if there 
is one in that case, may be read. 

The report states that Artemas Conant, while 
in the service, in the line of his duty, as a soldier 
in the Army of the United States, during the late 
war, received a wound in the hip which disabled 
him, and for which disability he was inscribed on 
the pension list, at the rate of $5 334 per month, 
to commence on the 6th day of July, 1815; that 
in 182] he became deranged in mind, in conse- 
quence of sufferings occasioned by his wound, 
and other mjuries received while in the service in 
he line of his duty; and that his pension was paid 
to his guardian up to the 4th of March, 1830. 
The act of the 3d of March, 1819, required all 
invalid pensioners, who were not disabled by the 
loss of a limb, to be examined biennially by two 
respectable surgeons or physicians, before receiv- 

y their pensions. In consequence of Conant’s 
insanity, he was not examined from 1830, to April, 
1846. On the 19th day of May, 1846, the renewal 
of his pension took effect. In a communication 
from the Commissioner of Pensions, dated July 

1, 1846, he says: 


‘* My opinion is, that he (Artemas Conant) is justly enti- 
Ued to the pension from the 4th of March, 1830, when it 
Was stopped, tothe 9th of May, 1846. The lew, however, 


{ 
1 gives the Dep: rte nt no such power, and it is Sneemete we | 
| 


cannot afford relief that the guardian now petitions Con 
gress for the pension.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate, read a third 
time, and passé d. 

ROBERT 

The bill for the 
read a second time 
tee of the 

[t direct 
the name 


ARMSTRONG. 
relief of Robert Armstrong was 
, and considered as in Commit- 
W hole. 

s the Secretary of 


°D.1 
ot Robert 


the Interior to place 
Armstrong, of ‘Tennessee, on 
lid pensioners, and to pay him a 
pension, at the rate of thirty dollars per month, 


et ° ai - s 
tne roil of inva 


during his life, to commence on the 14th day of 
May, 1845. ; 

Mr. D. AWSON.  Lask for the reading of the 
report of “the Committee on Pensions, to which the 
bili was referred. 

The report Was ac ording rly read; by which 
appeared that the memorial of ole rt Armstrong, 
the petitioner, was first presented to the Senate, 

nd referred to the Committee on . ensions, on the 
Ikth Dece nber, LS45 ; that on the 3d Fe sbruary, 


1847, Mr. Crittenden obtained leave to bring in a 
bill founded on the petition ; that it was referred 
to a select « , and thence re p wvted without 
amendment on the 12th of the 

It further appeared that the Committee on Pen- 
on the [1th August, 1848, were discharged 
from the further consideration of the The 
bill reported from the select committee on the 12th 
February, 1847, directed the Secretary of War 
‘* to place Armstrong, 
‘of Tennessee, on the roll of invalid pouconeme 
‘and to pay hima pens sion e the rate of $17 
‘month, from the 23d day of January, 1814, Feels 
‘his natural life.’’ ; 

On acareful examination of the proofs filed with 
the memorial, the committee consider Robert Arm- 
strone’s claim to the bounty of the Government 
to be well established, and highly meritorious; 
and they state that eons can only account for the 
dine to him the benefits of existing 


supposing that 


rmimiutte 


same month. 


siOnS, 


ease. 


the name of ¢ — Robert 


delay in exten 
laws, by it was occasioned by a 
( r the members of the Commit- 
tee on Pensions, touching that provision of the 
bi ll, which relates to the period when the pension 
shall commence. 

On the 23d of January, 1814, the memorialist, 
then a lieutenant, in command of a company of 
volunteers called the ** Artillery Guards,”’ under 
General Jackson, was severely wounded at the 
battle of Enotochopee Creek, in which battle he 
and his company behaved in the most brave and 
gallant manner. General Jackson, in a certificate 
written with his own hand, dated 16th of May, 
AAD» says that— 

‘In the battle of the 


name of Enotoc! 


lisagreement among 


23d of January, 1814, known by the 
1opee Creek, the shameful flight of my rear 
guard, producing flight and confusion in my whole army, it 
was the unflinching bravery of Lieutenant Armstrong, act 

ing as captain of the volunteer artillery guards, that saved 
my army from total and shameful deteat, and all my wound- 
ed from horrid massacre. This little spartan band, about 
twenty-five in number, met, aud bravely faced, upwards of 
five hundred of the bravest Creek warriors—checked them 
in their desperate onset, and at one fire of the savage host 
I saw seven of this little heroic band fall—among them was 
Lieutenant Robert Armstrong, severely wounded. He fell 

by the side of his cannon, exclaiming, ‘Some of you, my 
brave fellows, must perish, but save the cannon!’ They 
did save the cannon, aiid my whole army from shameful 
and total defeat, and my brave wounded from barbarous 
massacre.’? 

From the testimony of two surgeons, it is 
shown that Armstrong was wounded by a ball in 
his left hip, which penetrated deep into the mus- 
cles, and lodved near the where it now re- 
mains, rendering his degree of disability total. 

The committee, in consideration of the gallan ltry 
of the memorialist, and the kmports unt service ren- 
dered by himat the time he received his wound, were 
un: inimously of opinion that he should be placed 
on the list of pensioners, at a rate exceeding that 
usually allow ed under the existing general laws. 
Thee ommitte e could not, in any ease, find a sound 
reason for d lepe artine from — prince iple established 
by the act of 10th April, 1806, and, in the case of 
the memorialist, do not deem it expedient to ex- 
tend his pension back to the period when he was 
wounded; and, therefore, recommend thatit should 
commence at the time when he completed his proof 
ofaclaim toa 

Mr. HALE 


same as in the hill : 


spine : 


eNsioON. 

The principle involved is the 
ilready passed over, in conse- 

quence of objection being made. f[ am opposed 

to the payment of these long arrears of pension. 


| no objection; but I do object to the principle 
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If the c committee pass a bill for th 1€ grant of a pen. 


sion commencing with the present year, I jaye 


tained in these bills. I move to strike out the 
‘© 1845,”’ and insert ** 1852”’ instead. 

Mr. CASS. What will be the 
amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. 
mence from 1852, instead of from 1845. 

Mr. CASS. I object to the amendment. 

Mr. BADGER. [I hope it will not pass. I 
the principle is right in one case, it is right in all, 

The question was then taken on the proposed 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. Then, I propose to debate th, 
bill: let it hie over. 

Mr. CASS. I very much regret that it canno: 
be passed now. If there is any bill that should 
be acted on instantly, itis this. The case which 
it proposes to relieve i is one of the most extren 
hardship and daring courage ever recorded. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The honorable Senator 
from New Hampshire himself reported the bill 
from the committee last year. 

Mr. HALE. You are greatly deceived. 

The PRESIDENT. If there is any intentio: 
to debate the bill, it must be passed over, in ac- 


year 
ef] ct of thar 


The pension will co 


| cordance with the rule. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


I hope, under the cireum- 


| stances, that the Senate will agree to the amend- 
ment, in order to secure the passage of the bill, 


| my objection, a bill for the relief of Genera 


The PRESIDENT. No amendment can be 
offered now. The Senator from New Hampshire 
has given notice of his intention to debate the bil 
and it must, therefore, be passed over. 

It was passed over accordingly. 


Mr. HALE subsequently rose and said: 


Upon 
| Arm- 
strong was laid over. I wish to say, that | de not 
want to stand in the way as an ob yjector to a bill 
for a meritorious old officer. 1 think the princ iple 
involved in that bill is wrong; but I am w illing to 
leave that to be passed upon by the Senate. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Icannotconsent to that; 
because I am utterly opposed to placing any one 
officer on a better footing than all the rest. Let 
all fare alike. 

JACOB YOUNG. 


The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to consider the bill for the relief of 
Jacob Young. The bill requires the Secretary of 
the Interior to place the name of Jacob Youn 
upon the pension roll, and pay him a pension at 
the rate of eight dollars per month, during his life, 
said pension to commence on the 8th day of De- 
cember, 1851. 

Mr. DAWSON. Let the report be read. 

The report was accordingly read; from which 
it appears t hat the petitioner was a soldier in the 
war of 1812, and that he received a wound at the 
battle of Maguago, in the vicinity of Detroit, on 
account of which he asks a pension. He belonged 
to a company of Ohio volunteers, attached to 
Colonel Me Arthur’s command; and omitted to 
make application for a pension till this late period, 
because he has been able to support himself. He 
now, in consequence of increasing disability from 
his wound and age, asks the aid from Government 
to which he deems himself entitled. He was 
wounded in the shoulder by a rifle ball, which has 
never been extracted. The committee deemed the 
evidence, both in regard to his service and the na- 
ture of the wound, satisfactory, and such as would 
justify the passage of an act for his relief. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


MARGARET FARRAR. é 
The Senate next proceeded, as in Committee of 
the Whole, to the consideration of a bill for the 


_ relief of Margaret Farrar. 


It provides that the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs be authorized and required to ascertain the 
amount of interest, at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum, due and unpaid to Margaret Farrar, a half- 


breed Indian, under the treaty of 1836, with the 


' 


Sac and Fox Indians, and that said Commissioner 
cause such sum of money as he may find due, 
any, to be paid to said Margaret Farrer; and that 
the sum of $400 be appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
the purpose aforesaid.’ 

Mr: BAYARD. As there is no repert accom- 
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1852. 


pan ying the bill, and as I do not enderstad the 
eis ip tt ! move that it be passed over. 
‘It was ecordingly passed over. 

1e consideration of the bill wa 


iS Case, 


Sut sequently, t 
esumedi. 
Mr. ATCHISON. The Senator from Dela- 
Bayarp} objected to the consideration 
he bill for the relief of Margaret Farrar for 
he want of an explanation. There is no report 


ympanying the bill. It was so fannie mn matter, 
and so clear a case that I did not deem it necessary 
ke a written report. Theclaim arises under 
treaty with the Sac and Fox Indians in 1836. 
s | have shown the treaty to the Senator from 
Delaware, he tells me he withdraws his objection. 
Mr. B \ Y ARD. The Senator has shown me 
e treaty, and I have no doubt that the bill should 
ithdraw my objection, 
‘HISON. Thetreaty ordered the sum 
of $1,000 to be invested for the use and benefit of 
breed Indian girl, to be loaned out, and 
interest applied for her benefit. Theagent who 
money did loan it, and when 
the age of twe nty years, the principal 
Tl here were, perhaps, one or two years 
when the interest was not paid. This bill requires 
ie Commissioner of Indian Affairs to inquire into 
e matter, and ascertain the amount of interest 
,if any,and pay it. ‘That is the sum and sub- 
cance of the bill. 
The bill was re 
endment, 


to ma 
j 


ss, Iv 


Mr. AT¢ 
this halt- 
1d wrge of the 


_—« 
she reacned 


a 


enate without 
engrossed for a 


sported to the s 
and ordered to be 
third reading. 


VASQUEZ AND COLLIGAN. 
TLS Sy 


Ch Senate then considered, as in Committee of 

e Whole, a bill authorizing the 
tives of Antoine Vasq juez, Hypolite Vasquez, 
Joseph Vasquez, and John C olligan to enter cer- 
tain lands in Missour’. 

Che bill 


of the parties aforesaid 


legal representa- 


provides that the legal representatives 
may enter, without pay- 
land office in the State of Missouri, 
in such quantities, agreeably to the United States 
surveys, as the claimants may desire, a quantity 
of land subjec to prizate entry, not exceeding 
eight hundred arpents for each of the three persons 
fi t above named, and twel e hundred arpents for 
id Colligan, in lieu of and | in compensation for a 
claim of 9 quant ity allowed to them by the 
Board of Commissioners ited for the final 
ljustment of private land claims in Mi issouri, and 
‘onfirmed to them by ** An act confirming claims 
to land in the State of Missouri, and for othe 
* approved July 4th, 1836, the register 
8 of the iF and office S aforess aid to rec eive 
the proper application and proofs, and to issue the 
necessary certificates, on return of which to the 
General Land Office, with proofs sufficient, in the 
Op inion of the Secretary of the Interi wd to estab- 
richt of the elai 


ment, at any 


1 





appoin 


purposes, 


or register 


lish the imants as such lecal repre- 


seutatives,a patent or patents shall issue as in 


ther cases. 
The bill was reported to the Senate 
amendment, : 
Mr. DAWSON. 


swered. 


without 


would like to have one ques- 
Is this giving away lands for 
which no consideration at all has been paid ? 

Mr. DOWNS. Land was given to these per- 
and before they located it, it was sold by the 
United States. This is to grant them land in place 
of that which was allowed them by the Board of 
Commissioners. 2 

Mr. DAWSON. By what 
firmed ? P 

Mr. DOWNS. The title was incomplete as 
riven by the United States, if I recollect right. 
There is a report, however. 

Mr. DAWSON. { am satisfied. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora 
third dude 


tion an 


sons; 


power was it con- 


MARTIN FENWICK. 

The Senate then considered, as in Committee of 
the Whole, a bill forthe relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Martin Fenwick. 

The bill provides that the claim of Martin Fen- 
wick to five hundred arpents, which is entered as 
Lumber one hundred and aoe in the second 
Board in Missouri, 
be confirmed against any claim on the part of the 
United States to the said Martin Fenwick, or his 
leral representatives; and that upon the rendition 
to the General Land Office of an approved plat of 
the loeation a patent shall issue, which shall oper- 


class of the decisions of the lat 


not interfere with any sale which may have 


ate only as a relinquishment of title on the part 
of the United States; which claim shall be located 
according to the lines of the public surveys, and so 
as to embrace the ancient original settlement and 
improvement—the location to be made as near 
the aforesaid area of five hundred arpents as may 
be consistent with the legal subdivision, and sha 
l been 
made by the United States, nor with any claim 
which may have been confirmed by or pursuant 
to any law of the United States. ; 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish the report may be 
read. 

The report sets forth that the claim is de- 
manded on the ground, that an alteration had been 
made in a grant made by a former Spanish Gov- 
ernor. ‘The petitioner represents that the applica 
tion for an alteration in the grant was not mad: 
either by him or his legal representatives, nor by 
his authority. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to 
third reading. 


be engrossed for a 


THOMAS MBER. 

The Senate next took up the bill for the relief 
of Thomas Pember; which was read 
time. 

The bill provides that the proper accounting 
officers of the ‘Treasury be authorized and directed 
to audit and adjust the account of ‘Thomas Pem 
ber, and to pay to him the difference between the 
compensation of a captain’s clerk and a purser on 
board the United States steamer Vixen, from the 
23d October, 1848, to the 20th day of June, 1850, 
and the difference between the compensation of a 
captain’s clerk and a purser, on board the ship 
Electra, from the first day of July, 1847, to the 28th 
day of February, 1848, out of any money in the 
reasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. DAWSON. I must object to that. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over. 

DAVID P. WEEKS. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
Committee of the Whole, a bill for the relief of 
David P. Weeks. ‘The bill provides that the Sec- 
retary of the Interior be required to pay to David 
P. Weeks the amount of his pension for and during 
the time said pension was discontinued, and while 
he was employed in the Ordnance Department. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment. 


Mr. DAWSON 


a second 


I desire to ask one question 
of the chairman of the committee. It is stated 
that this person is to be paid while he was em 
ployed in the Ordnance Saale nt. I want to 
know why his pension was suspended while he 
was in the Ordnance Department ? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. There isa report, | 
l ask that it may be read. 

From the reading of the report, it appears that 
the petitioner lost his left arm in the war with the 
Florida Indians, and was in consequence placed 
on the pension list, at $8 per month. On the 4th 
of September, 1846, he was employed im the Ord 
nance Department, and continued thus employed 
until the 4th of March, 1850, during which ume 
his penston was sto pped by the Commissioner of 
Pensions, who deemed himself authorized 
by the act of the 30th of April, 1844; which pri 
vides that **no person in the Army, Navy, or 
‘ Marine C orps, shi ill be allowed to — both a 

‘pension as an inv: le and the pay « 
‘ station in the service, unless the all a disability 
‘for which the pension was granted be such as to 
‘ have occasioned his employment ina lower grade, 
‘or in some civil branch of the service.’’ 

In a letter from the Commissioner of 
to the chairman of the committee, dated December 
30, 1851, it was stated that when employed in the 
Ordnance Department, ‘* Weeks was not an enlisted 
soldier,’’ ** but held his appointment’’ by ‘* author- 
ity vested in the Secretary of War;’’ and in reply 
to further inquiries made by the chairman of the 
committee, the Commissioner of Pensions, in a 


believe. 


to do so 


* his re nik or 


» 
I ensions 


letter dated February 6, 1852, refers to the act of 


the Sth of April, 1832, for the organization of the 
Ordnance Department, as furnishing some portion 
of the authority by which the pension of the peti- 
tioner was suspended. 

But neither of the acts above referred to, in the 
opinion of the committee, conveys the authority 
to suspend the pension of any person employed in 
the Ordnance Department, unless the pensioner 
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belongs to the Army, Navy, 
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or Marine Corps. 
Ihe petitioner was neither an officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, nor private in the Army when 
employed, nor did he enlist during his employ- 
neat. The Commissioner of Pensions states that 
he petit Ordnance 
authority 


ioner held the appointment of 
durmg his employment, by 
vested in the Secretary of Wat 
The act of April 5, 1832, authorizes the Secre- 
tary of War *‘ to select from the sergeants of the 


») nt 
»* eult 





line of the Army,”’ &c., *“* as many ordnance ser- 
reants require ;”’ but that act 


‘onveys no authority to the 


as the service may 
Secretary to appomt 
inv citizen, not belonging to ** the tne of the 
tation or office of ordnance ser- 
unt; and if the petitioner was required, during 
was employed in the Ordnance De 
to perform the , that 


itimate re 


ie time he 


partment, duties of servea 


fact furnishes no leg ason for suspending 


his pension, 
‘The committee believe that the petitioner was 
raved under the authority given to employ ext 
zens to labor in the Ordnance Department whe 
do not belong to the Army, Navy, or Marine 
Corps, and therefore the construction riven to the 


acts alluded to, by which his pension was discon 
tinued, is erroneous. By no existing law can a 

zen, not enlisted and employed in the Ordnance 
Department, claim a pension for a hurt received 
while thus employed. Neither by any existing 


aw can a Army, &e 


! 
person, not belonging to the 


, 


entitled to and receiving a pension, be eats 
thereof on obtaining employment in said depa 
ment. ‘The bill was reported to the Senate with- 


ul amendmer t,and Was ordered to be engros sed 
‘ 


for a third reading 


GUION AND wera Mu. 


A bill for the re f of Guion and McLaughlin 
was then read a second time 


The bill directs the Postmaster General to pay 





» Ee. P. Guion and Benjamin MeLaughlin the sum 
of $1,640, from the appropriation for mail trans 

rtation, beings the ymount due them, under the 
‘ juitable terms of their conti with the Postmas- 
ter General, for two months’ extra pay, upon the 
di COnURUanC of the transportation of t Sout 

n mail, on route 2,802, from Raleigh to Fayette- 
ville; on YoutsSATL. rom Fayetteville Cheraw: 
and on route 3,111, from Cheraw to Columina, 
South Carolina, on the 6th of F ruary, I845-:tl 
Postmaster General \ r only paid the allow 
ince for vo ynth extra service nthe 
an vunt dis € sed with, when it sho ‘ld | have been 
ipon the whole a nt of the contract 
‘Mr. BAYARD. I would rather prefer to hav 
that bill go over for t! resent lt involves a 
que stion of some im} tance, In respect to which 
I cannot at present agree with the committer I 
may change my opinion. My objection is to the 
propriety of admitting evidence to change the con- 

ruction of a contract W the Postn ter Cren- 
‘ !: or in other words, of allowing a clerk in the 
Post Office ay mrtment to si ow \ d « tion that 
the inte tofa contra tis differe) iro t} W iich 

uld be drawn from the written language. | 
doubt tl ropriety of passing Lt. 

It was p ed over. 

ELIZABETH V. LOMAX, 

The next bi'l upenthe Calendar w the nil for 
he relief of ubeth V. Lomax, reported from 
the Committee on Pensions, which was read a 
Se “ond time, ind the Senate pro eeded, as in€com 
mittee of the Wh nie, to ita « misideration. It 
d rects the Secretar V of the Int or to nlace the 
name of Mrs. Elizabeth V. Lomax, widow of 
Mann Pave Lomax, deceased, late a Major of 
the Ordnance Corps in the United States Army : 
on the pension Fr l, t the ite o} 


$30 per month 
from the 27th of Mar and during her 
natural life. 

Mr. HALE. In 
insert ** 1852.’ 


Mr. BORLAND. Will the Se 


all 
report n ule In that ¢ e to be read 


1842, fo: 
to strike ont **1849,”"’ and 


rmit the 
3 bill has 
been twice reported d it frora 
the Committee « Penstons L hoy Mat report 
\ ll e re .. No report was m ude tinis year 

Mr. HALE. If the Senate will allow meé two 
minutes, by unanimous consent, lad re to make 
{ do not desire 





2a single statemem. tn ie nlaced in 
if pressing captious objections to these 


é 
the attitude 
b I desire to make a remark to 


ills, and ti erefore 
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the Senate. 
honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass] 
stated to the Senate that the Committee on Pen- 
sions had selected the strongest case they could 
find asking for arrearages of pension, and they 
reported a bill giving arrearages. The Senator 
stated at the time that the committee would be 
thereafler governed by the action of the Senate 
upon that case, which was the strongest—asking | 
for arrearages of pension. The Senate, by a very 
decided vote, as will be seen in Houston’s report, 
voted against paying the arrearages of pension in 
the strongest case which could be presented. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. At that time. 

Mr. HALE. For that reason I have thought 
it my duty to interpose these objections, and must 
do so until a decided vote be taken upon the ques- 
tion, 

Mr. CASS. Is that bill up for consideration? 

The PRESIDENT. It is. A proposition is 
made to insert ‘*52”’ in place of *42.” 

Mr. CASS. I hope and trust 

The PRESIDENT. If the question be debated, 
the bill wiil have to go over. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Let it go over. 

Mr. BORLAND. I hope the Senator will | 
withdraw his objection, and let action be taken | 
upon the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I cannot. I want to | 
know why we makea different rule here from that 
which prevails in the Pension Department. 

Mr. BORLAND. I merely wish to suggest to 
the Senator from Kentucky that this is a case pre- 
cisely like one which he introduced into the Sen- 
ate, which was reported upon by the Committee | 


on Pensions, . passed in favor of a lady in | 








Kentucky. 


The bill was d@tordingly passed over. 


| 
THEODORE E. ELLIOTT. | 


The bill for the relief of Theodore E. Elliott, 
reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
was read a second time, and the Senate proceeded 
to consider it as in Committee of the Whole. It 
enacts that the sum of $300 be appropriated to | 
pay to Theodore E. Elliott, in satisfaction of his 
claim for a keel-boat furnished to P. M. Butler, late | 
agent for the Cherokees, for transporting supplies | 
under the treaty to the Indian Territory, to be paid | 
as other moneys disbursed by the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, 

At the request of Mr. Bayarp the report was | 
read, from which it appears that, in 1842, Elliott | 
was the owner of the steamer Effort, then running 
on the Arkansas river, having in tow a keel-boat 
for P. M. Butler, Cherokee agent; that Butler pro- 
posed to buy the boat for the use of the agency, at 
the price of $300, for the purpose of transporting 
iron, agricultural implements, and other supplies 
for the Cherokees, as the river was too low to en- 
able the steamer to ascend above Webster’s Falls. 
The proposition was acceded to by Captain Elliott. | 
The contract is fully proven by credible wit- | 
nesses, one of whom was the pilot on board the | 
steamer. It further appears, by a communication | 
from the Indian Office, and from the Second Au- 
ditor, that nothing was ever paid for the boat, nor 
is there any charge for the same in the accounts | 
of Mr. Butler, as agent. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would ask of the Senator 
who reported this bill, whether there is any evi- 
dence of the contract being recognized by the De- 

artment inany mode? I am notaltogether satis- | 
Fed in relation to it myself, and therefore should 
prefer to pass over the bill that | may look into it, | 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. [reported the bill from the 
committee, and would merely say that the evidence 
as to the contract was plenary, full, to the satis- | 
faction of the committee. They called upon the 
Department to know whether the contract had ever 
been comphed with an | the debi discharged. Upon | 
an inspection of Governor Butler’s accounts, as | 
Cherokee agent, it was found that he had given no | 
credit for it, and that the debt had never been dis- 
charged. The committee, therefore, reported the 
bill. 

Objection being made, the bill was passed over. | 


BARBARA REILY. 


The bill for the relief of Barbara Reily, reported 
from the Committee on Pensions, was read a sec- | 
ond time, and the Senate proceeded to consider it 
as in Committee of the Whole. 
It enacts that the Secretary of the Interior be | 


About four and a half years ago, the 


required to pay to Barbara Reily, widow of Cap- 
tain Reily, an officer in the Army of the Revolu- 
tion, the amount of pension due her husband from 


| the time he was last paid, to March 4, 1820. 


the bill, and it was passed over. 


ROBERT MILLIGAN. 


The next was House bill for the relief of Robert 
Milligan, reported fr6m the Committee on Pen- 
sions, which the Senate proceeded, as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, to take into consideration. 

It enacts that the Secretary of the Interior be 
directed to place the name of Robert Milligan 
upon the invalid pension roll, at the rate of $4 
per month, in addition to the sum of $4 to which 
he was entitled under the law of Congress, ap- 
proved June 25, 1834, to commence on the Ist of 
January, 1852. 

At the request of Mr. DAWSON, the report 
was read, from which it appears that the petitioner 


| states, in his petition, that on the 27th of January, 


| day of 


1312, he enlisted in the Army of the United 
States, and served in the third reziment of infan- 
try, and was honorably discharged at Washing- 
ton, Pennsylvania, by General Macomb, on 





time. It further appears that, while in the ser- 
vice, he was employed as an artificer in the con- 


| struction of Fort Wayne, and while there received 


an injury in his left knee from a broad-axe with | 


which he was working. He also had an arm 


crushed and dislocated from the elbow joint, be- | 


sides contracting asthma, and becoming deaf in 
one ear, caused by exposure while on duty as a 
soldier. Of these facts, however, he could pro- 
cure no certificate of a surgeon, as there was no 
such officer stationed at the fort. At the expira- 
tion of his term of service, upon a petition and a 
representation of these facts to Congress, a law 
was passed and approved in June, 1844, to allow 
him $4 a month pension, commencing January, 
1833. ‘The petitioner now prays for arrearages of 
pension from the time of his discharge, at the rate 
of $4 a month, up tothe first of January, 1833, 
when his name was first put on the pension roll. 
In support of the petition, he produces the certifi- 
cate of two surgeons, whose respectability is cer- 
tified by a justice of the peace. They certify that 
in consequence of the injuries set forth, the peti- 
tioner is laboring under total disability. 

The committee state that they are averse to 
granting back pensions, as in almost every instance 
where they are applied for, it is at the solicitation 
of speculators, whose greediness prompts the pen- 
sioner to suffer himself to be made the means of a 
fraud upon the Treasury; but from the facts dis- 
closed in this case, and in view of the age of the 
petitioner, and his inability to perform any labor 
by which he can procure for himself a comfortable 


| subsistence, and in view of the fact that Congress 


has heretofore recognized his case as a meritorious 
one, they are of opinion that the additional sum 
of $4 a month should be allowed, to commence 
from the first of January, 1852. 

Mr. DAWSON. I object to the consideration 
of that bill now. I want to see the general prin- 
ciple settled. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


MARK BEAN AND RICHARD H. BEAN. 
The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to consider the bill for the relief of Mark 
Bean and Richard H. Bean, reported from the 


(| Committee on Public Lands. 


It enacts that the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to pay to Mark and Richard H. Bean, 
of Arkansas, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $15,000, 
as compensation and indemnity, in full, for losses 
sustained by them in their removal under the third 
article of the treaty with the Cherokee Indians, of 
May 16, 1828, by which they were compelled to 
abandon not only lands they had settled, cultiva- 
ted, and improved, but an extensive manufactory 
of salt, warehouses, dwelling-houses, and other 
large improvements, of which, and the prospective 
advantages therefrom, they were thus deprived by 
the act of the Government. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD subsequently rose and 
said: | was called out a little while ago, and while 
I was absent a bill was called up for the relief of 


, 1817, having served out his full | 
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=" 
Mark Bean and Richard H. Bean. I was Opposed 
to the passage of that bill, and | wanted to call the 


attention of the Senate to some facts in connection 





1 ( | with it, 
Mr. FiELCH objected to the consideration of || 


Mr. ATCHISON. To accommodate the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, 1 move to reconsider the 
vote ordering that bill to be engrossed. 

Mr. BORLAND. I presume that, upon that 
motion, the merits of the bill will come up. 
prepared to explain the bill. 

Mr. BADGER. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. Thet will get rid of it for 
the present. 

he motion to lay on the table was agreed to, 


lam 


DAVID CORDEROY. 


The joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 
David Corderoy, reported from the Committee on 


| Indian Affairs, was read a second time, and the 


Senate proceeded to consider it as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It provides that the proper officers cf the Treas- 
ury shall ascertain and pay to the legal represent- 
atives of David Corderoy, deceased, the value of 
a certain reservation of six hundred and forty 
acres, as unimproved land at the date of the treaty 
of 1835, which reservation was allowed under the 
eighth article of the treaty of 1817, and the thir- 
teenth article of the treaty of 1835, made with the 
Cherokee Indians; and that the amount so ascer: 
tained, without interest, be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

At the request of Mr. Fexcn, the report was 
read, from which it appears, that by the treaty of 
1817, David Corderoy, as the head of an Indian 
family, was entitled to a ‘life estate”’ in a reserva- 
tion of six hundred and forty acres, with reversion 
to his widow and children. That treaty ceded to 
the United States a portion gf the country of the 
Cherokees, east of the Mississippi, for a like 
quantity west of that river in the then Territory of 
\ It allowed such reservation to each 
head of an Indian family, who resided upon terri- 
tory then or thereafter to be ceded to the United 
States, who might wish to become a citizen of the 
United States; and provided that the register of 
the names of such reservees should be filed in the 
office of the Cherokee agent. By the treaty of 
1819, a further tract of country was ceded, and 
the same provision as to reservations extended to 
those heads of families who resided within the 
ceded territory, those enrolled for emigration to 
Arkansas excepted. Corderoy registered his name 
for reservation under the treaty of 1817, but was 
not embraced within the territory ceded in 1819. 
By the thirteenth article of the treaty of 1835, 
which ceded the remaining territory of the Chero- 
kees, reservations were to be allowed to the heads 
of families who were entitled under the treaty of 
1817, who had complied with its stipulations, not- 
withstanding the lands were not included within 
the lands ceded by the treaty of 1819. The right 


| of Corderoy was thus revived and provided for. 


A supplemental article of the last-named treaty, 
adopted in 1836, extinguished all reservations and 
substituted a compensation in lieu thereof. The 
proof is clear that Corderoy was a Cherokee, with 
a white woman as a wife; that he resided upon his 


| reservation until forcibly dispossessed by the State 


of Georgia, in 1833 or 1834, and soon after the 
treaty died, leaving a wife and children. A com- 
mission was authorized by the treaty to adjudicate 
ail claims under the treaty, and their decision was 
to be final. Several commissions successively re- 
jected the claim of Corderoy. 

The ground upon which his claim was rejected 
was that stated by the first board—that the regis- 
ter showed that he was not the head of an Indian 
family, within the meaning of the treaty, because 
the figure ‘‘one ” stood, in the column which in- 
dicated the No. of the family, opposite the name 
ef Corderoy, and they held that ‘ one ’’ could not 
constitute a family. The committee do not con- 
cur in this conclusion, upon these premises. The 
legal effect ofa registration under this treaty has be- 
come a subject of judicial decision; and received 
a consideration different from that of the commis- 
sioners; and a registration is deemed an ex- 

ression of a desire to become a citizen of the 
nited States, and entitles the party to a reserva- 
tion. The committee, therefore, are of opinion 
that Corderoy is entitled to compensation for his 
reservation as unimproved land; and they report 
the joint resolution directing the proper officers to 
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; : 
ay the value of said reservation, at the date of ROBERT T. NORRIS. 


the treaty, as unimproved land. The bill for the relief of Robert T. Norris was 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate || read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed || tee of the Whole. It directs that there shull be 
for a third reading. paid to Robert T. Norris, in consideration of in- 
uries received by him while acting as pilot under 

NOAH MILLER. J on oe g 48 | 


the direction of the collector of customs at New 
The bill for therelief of the legal representatives || York, the sum af ——, to be paid out of any money 
of Noah Miller, of Lincolnville, in the State of || in the Treasury, not otherwise appropriated. 
Maine, and for the relief of other persons, was Mr. DAWSON. Let it lie over. 
read a second time, and the Senate proceeded to The bill was accordingly passed over. 
consider it as in Committee of the W hole. It LEWIS H. BATES AND WILLIAM LACON. 
enacts that there shall be paid out of the Treasury, ead ae ; ; 
from any money not otherwise appropriated, the The bill for the relief of Lewis H. Bates anc 
sum of $10,000 to the legal representatives of William Lacon was read a second ume, and con- 
Noah Miller, and such other persons, or their legal sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It author - 
representatives, who aided either as boats’ crew izes and directs the proper eee officers ot 
or pilot, in making prize of the British schooner the Treasury, to ee and allow —_* fam of 
Mary, and taking her into port in the year 1814, Lewis a. Bates and William Lacon, or either ot 
in Penobscot Bay, in such proportions to each as them, for losses and damages sustained by them 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine— in consequence of the proceedings of custom- 
which vessel and cargo, after having been taken house officers at New Y ork, in exacting from them 
into port, was libeled, condemned, and sold, and for certain importations ve into that port, 
one half of the proceeds, amounting to more than mane between June 15th, 1829, and ey a 
$32,000, paid into the Treasury of the United 1332, higher duues than were require re ee 
States, said vessel and cargo having been surren- || and in seizing and liveling some of sai goods, 
dered to the collector of the customs for that || UPO® the refusal of Bates & Lacon to enter the 
district. same, as subject to the said higher duty; and for 
Mr. BAYARD. Ishall have to object to the || certam costs of court paid by them, aud not reim- 
consideration of that bill to-day. | bursed. There is a proviso m the bill, that no 
Mr. HAMLIN. Will the Senator allow me to || Seater sum shall be allowed than will renmburse 
say that it has passed the Senate three times and the parues for the costs and expenses actually 
the House twice? I hope he will not object to it. || Pa! by them, and not repaid to them, in the va- 
Mr. BAYARD. I have read over the report, rious suits touching said LN POrRALLONS 5 and certain 
which is very long. It seems to me that it in- || SUS paid by them for the storage of said goods, 
volves the question as to the extent to which we || While kept out of their possession; and such sum 
should go in authorizing, or rather in sanctioning || also as will pay them for the damage they sustained 
and encouraging, a system of private warfare |) by the detention of the money exacted from them 
during a public war, which, I think, is a very by the collector, and allow for said detention a 
doubtful policy as it regards a nation like the || damage not exceeding the rate of six per centum 
United States. Having some doubts about the || Pet annum, from the time the moneys were paid, 
propriety of the bill, | should prefer to read the || ©° the time they were ere oe bin 
report a little more carefully. [I should be un- Mr. HUNTER. Tf object to that bill, 
willing to vote for the bill as at present advised. 
The bill was accordingly passed over. 


The PRESIDENT. Doves the Senator propose 
to discuss it? 
| Mr. HUNTER. 
MARTHA L. DOWNES. amined it. 


The bill for the relief Martha L. Downes was || |The PRESIDENT. The resolution provides, 
read the second time, and considered as in Com- || that when debate arises, or when a Senator says 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that the widows, he intends to discuss a bill, it shall be passed ov er. 
ifany such there be, and in case there is no widow, _ ADAMS. 1 think the objection is suffi- 
the child or children, and if there be no child, then || Cle". ee ee 
the parent or parents, or if no parents, then the The PRESIDENT. The Chair must follow 
brothers and sisters of the officers, seamen, and || the resolution of the Senate. Does the Senator 
marines who were in the service of the United || from Virginia propose to discuss the bill? 
States and lost in the United States schooners ||. Mr. HUNTER. | cannot tell until | examine 
Grampus and Seagull, shall receive out of the || I want time to examine It. : 
Treasury a sum equal to six months’ pay of their || Mr. DAY Is. I understand that bill very well; 
relatives in addition to the pay due to said relatives and, in my judgment, it requires some modifica- 
when the vessels were lost. on. I think it ought to be passed over. 

At the request of Mr. DAWSON, the report of The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over. 
the Committee on Naval Affairs was read; from RICHARD MACKALL. 
which it appears that the petition of Martha L. The bill for the relief of Richard Mackall was 
Downes, widow of Lieutenant Downes,command- || . af : id aad Ol e ee ated 
er of the United States schooner Grampus at the || TORR, BROODS ah SOS ee eee Proce 

SE sae | consider it as in Committee of the Whole. It di- 
=e . vo a —S —— oo rects the proper accounting officer of the Treasury 
oien of said as oy esa ee te ee ee | to audit the ciaim of Richard Mackall, for the de- 
cases, was referred to them. They find that in struction of his tobacco house, wheat, and tobacco, 
several cases laws have been passed granting to by the British, in June, 1814; and to ascertain the 
the widows and orphans of the officers, seamen, preety awrgeaolint Regalhs Aigasicdet Sage teye bn 
ddl deceanal denim: eceeade etek whee tenn 1 of that property. It also provides, that if the 
the extra allowance. The act of June 15, 1834, |! amount of amage, as ascertained, shall not ex- 
directed that the widows and orphans of those on ~— oY Te _ 7 ” the a a 
board the schooner Grampus should receive the bill "1 h 2 id eae yh a oh 
compensation which was due them at the time of — ae # Th. ee Cini - “Te i 
their loss, but made no provision for the extra pay Ninided poo eee oe 
as in other cases. The act of August 14, 1848, "The PRESIDENT. it Al 4 ov 
rants to the widows, children, parents, or minor ” - Aah) ae ne PRR, Over. 
Ce othera and sisters of the officers, seamen, and ROBERT SEWALL. 

marines, lost in the brig Somers, twelve months’ The bill for the relief of the heirs and repre- 

ay in addition to what was due. No reason is || sentatives of the late Robert Sewall, was read a 
Gewk to exist for the discrimination against the 
widows and children of the officers, seamen, and 
marines lost in the Grampus and Seagull; and 
without such reason the discrimination must be 
deemed unjust; and the committee, therefore, re- 

ort a bill to supply the omission in the act of 
Tess. 1844, and glass those persons on a footing 

of equality with others for whom provision has 
been made. 
Mr. DAWSON. Let the bill go over. 
to give it some examination. 
The bill was accordingly passed over. 


I cannot tell until I have ex- 








| 
| 
| 





the Whole. It directs the Third Auditor of the 
| Treasury to audit the claim of the heirs and rep- 
resentatives of the late Robert Sewall, and to de- 








that when he shall report that amount to the Sec- 


and required to cause the same to be paid. 
Mr. BAYARD. I do not know that I shall 
oppose that claim; for I do not know the facts on 





I wish 





hands. I shall, however, certainly move to amend 
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second time, and considered as in Committee of | 


termine the amount that may be due to them; and | 


retary of the Treasury, that officer be authorized 


which it was founded, though it was once in my | 
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the bill so as to limit the amount which is to be 
paid, and that proposition will probably give rise 
to debate. I should be anwilling to pass any bill 
of this kind, in reference to a transaction which 
occurred forty years ago, without fixing seme 
limit to the sum to be paid. The Senator who 
reported the bill is potin his seat. [shall move that 
amendment, which will propably lead to discussion, 
and therefore | suppose it would be as well to lay 
it over. 

The PRESIDENT. 

URSULA E. COBB. 

The bill for the relief of Ursula E. Cobb, was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the 
interior to place the name of Ursula E. Cobb, 
widow of the late Charles Cobb, a gunner in the 
naval service of the United States, upon the list 
of those pensioners who were allowed pensions 
by the act approved March 3, 1837, entuled 
* An act for the more equitable admimstration of 
‘the naval pension fund,” and to allow her, as the 
widow of said Cobb, a pension agreeably to the 
rrovisions of that act. 

Mr. DAWSON called for the reading of the 
report of the Committee on Pensions, and it was 
read, 

From the report, it appears that the husband of 

the pensioner died in the naval service May 9, 
1348, from illness produced by exposure and 
fatigue on board the ship ** Plyméuwh,’’ during 
severe, cold, and stormy weather, while on the 
passage from Brooklyn to Norfolk. Le served 
the country during the war of 1812, with bravery 
and efficiency, having assisted in taking many 
prizes from the enemy, and rece@ing two wou ids 
while boarding hostile vessels. The petitioner 
applied to the Pension Office for a pension, but 
was unsuccessful, for the reason that the Com- 
missioner of Pensions was not furnished with the 
woof required by the regulations of the office. 
There is, however, a letter of the Commissioner 
of Pensions accompanying the report, which states 
that, although there was not sufficient technical 
evidence to justify the allowance of the pension, 
yet he had no doubt that the case was a meritori- 
ous one,and deserving the favorable consideration 
of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


WILLIAM BEDIENT. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to the consideration of the bill for the re- 
lief of William Bedient, late a sergeant of the 4th 
regiment of artillery, on which the Committee 
on Pensions had made an adverse report. The bill 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of William Bedient, at present of Newark, 
in the State of New Jersey, and late a sergeant of 
the 4th regiment of artijlery, on the roll of invalid 
pensioners, at the rate of $8 per month, 

Mr. ATCHISON. I suppose the question is 
upon concurring with the report of the committee 
adverse to the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. Thisis a bill. It can be 
indefinitely postponed, or the Senate can refuse to 
order it to be engrossed. 

Mr. ATCHISON, I move to postpone indefi- 
nitely the further consideration of the bill. 

Mr. JON ES, of lowa. If the bill be postponed 
indefinitely, will it not be liable to be again referred 
to the committee at the next session ? 

The PRESIDENT. This vote rejects the bill. 

The motion to postpone indefinitely was agreed 
to. 


It will be passed over. 


JAMES GLYNN. 


The bill for the relief of James Glynn was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It provides that James Glynn, a 
commander in the United States Navy, shall be 
entitled to a credit in the settlement of his accounts 
at the Treasury as acting purser of the sloop-of- 
war ** Preble,’’ while cruising on the western coast 
of Mexico, in the year 1850, of the sum of 
$1,338 70, the said allowance to be in full for 
losses of public money and other property stolen 
or embezzled from the vessel during his tempo- 
rary absence therefrom on official duty. 
he bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed fer a 
third reading. 












































































































































































































































































































































































at 


apm HA RIE ERT 


1180 


HENRY KING. 


The bill for the relief of the representative of 
Henry King was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It directa the 
Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the legal rep- 
resentative of Henry King, the sum of $8,140, it 
being for the service of said Henry King, as ser- 
reaut of the 3d Maryland regiment, and in the 
Commissary ’s Department during the revolution- 
iry war. 

Mr. DAWSON. TI should like to hear the re- 
port of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims in 
that case. 

The report was read accordingly; from which 
tappears that the claim was presented in the form 
ofan account showing that Henry King served 
a8 a sergeant in the third Maryland regiment, from 
May 30, to October 20, 1788, at $10 per month; 
as Commissary’s clerk from October 21, to De- 
cember 31, 1778, at $35 per month; as same from 
January 1, 1779, to April 19, 1780, at $50 per 
month; as Assistant Commissary of Issues, from 
May 10, 1780, to September 10, 1781, at $75 a 
month, and for a retained ration during a small 
part of the above period, which item is £8 15s. 
Che total is £862 10s. The United States are 


amounting to £180 18s. 64d., leaving a balance to 
King of £681 10s. 34d. The petitioner, it seems, 
had a claim against the United States, but not | 
having madea timely presentation of it, the act of | 
Congress of July 23, 1787, barred its admission. | 
‘I'he claim was first presented in 1794. At that 

time the committee lamented that there was any | 


obstacle to prevent the immediate adjustment of || I suppose I am the principal one concerned. 


a claim so just and equitable; but they hesitated 
to record it, as itould lead to the necessity of 
making provision foralldemandssimilarly situated. 
Ifenry King, living in Kentucky, at a distance 
from the seat of Government, did not again pre- 
nt his claim until 1817. His original papers 
were destroyed when the capital was taken in 
i8i4. Thestatement of Mr. Elagaer, of January 
3, 1842, states that all the papers connected with 
the settlement of such accounts as King’s were 
no doubt destroyed in burning the Treasury 
uildings. There is, accompanying the report, a 
‘ertificate from the register of the land office in 
Maryland, dated January 25, 1841, stating that 
the office of auditor-eeneral of that State had been 
abolished a few years before, and that the records 
of the Revolution were under his 
He has carefully examined them, and 
found certificates of the enlistment of Henry King, 
of the date of 25th May, 1778, as sergeant in the 
third Maryland regiment, and a certificate that he 
was transferred to the Commissary’s Department, 
in October, 1778. There were several depositions 
of his fellow soldiers filed with the petition of 
Henry King originally. The House of Repre- 
sentatives, in April, 1818, when acting upon the 
subject, reversed an unfavorable report of one of 
= committees on this claim, and passed a bill di- 
recting its payment; but from the lateness of the 
session, it was left among the unfinished business. 
King died in Kentucky in 1820, and no execution 
of his will was had until 1835, when the claim 
was again presented. In consideration of these 
facts, the committee think it proper that the claim 
should be allowed. As to the question of interest, 
the committee think that the claim should bear in- 
terest from the time ofits presentation in 1794. 
Mr. BAYARD. Although on the face of this 
bill it would seem that it proposes nothing but an 
i» propriation of the sum of $8,140 for the payment 
the services of Henry King during the war of 
ie Revolution, yet I judge from the report that the 
ill includes also interest from the year 1794. I 
interest is on the sum of £681 10s. 
3!d. Maryland currency. That seems to be the 
sum which is due. It will be necessary to reduce it 
into dollars and cents. When that is done,I wish 
to move to insert it in place of the $8,140 allowed 
hy the bill, I suppose the calculation will have 
to be made in Maryland currency at the rate of 7s. 
6d. to the dollar. 
Mr. ATCHISON. 
it needs looking into. 
The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over, as 
Senators manifest a disposition to discuss it. 


JOHN W. ROBINSON. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill from the House of Rep- | 


§ nd papers 


cunrge, 


mpose the 


Letthe bill go over; I think 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


resentatives for the relief of John W. Robinson. 
It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of John W. Robinson, of the State of Mary- 
land, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain, 
on the invalid pension roll, at the rate of $8 per 
month—to commence from June Ist, 1850, and to 


fy 


| continue during his natural life. 


Mr. HALE. I move to strike out ‘ 1850,”’ 
and insert ** 1852.”’ 
Mr. BADGER. Let it lie over. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
North Carolina propose to discuss it? 
Mr. BADGER. My disposition is to find out 
why ** 1850” should be stricken out, and ‘* 1852”’ 
inserted. 1 cannot find that out without discus- 
sion. | 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be passed | 
over. | 
JOHN McVEY. 
The bill for the relief of John McVey was read 


| a second time, and considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. It requires the Secretary of the In- 
terior to place the name of John McVey, of the 
State of Arkansas, a soldier in the late war with 
Great Britain, upon the pension roll, at the rate of 


. ) : | $8 per month—to commence on the first day of 
» ‘m4 one re ry > : ‘ > } . ie . . . ; 
credited with various payments during that time, || April, 1850, and to continue during his natural 


life. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. | 
‘6 1850,”’ and insert ** 1852.”’ 
Mr. BORLAND. There is no report in this 
case; but I can state the merits of it in a very few 
words. I will accept the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky as far as I am concerned, and 


move to strike out 


Mr. BADGER. Is it right to accept it? I do 
not think the Senator from Arkansas should be 
forced to accept it. I wish to know why this 
amendment should be made, and therefore I pro- 
pose that the bill should lie over, as 1 wish to dis- 
cuss it. 

It lies over accordingly. 

THOMPSON HUTCHINSON. 

The bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It requires the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to Thompson Hutchinson, 


son of Thomas Hutchinson, who was late a rev- 


olutionary pensioner, and whose name was erro- 
neously stricken off the pension roll in 1818, the 
amount of pension which would have been due to 
him at his death, in February, 1835, if he had not 
been erroneously deprived of it. The amount so 
to be paid to be computed from July 24, 1818, the 
date of his pension certificate, to February 1, 
1835, at the rate of $8 per month. 

Mr. FELCH. Is there a report in this case? 

The PRESIDENT. There is. 

Mr. FELCH. I would like to hear it read. 

The report of the Committee on Pensions on the 
claim was accordingly read. 

From the report of the committee it appears that 
the name of Thomas Hutchinson was placed on 
the pension roll on the 24th of July, 1818, in con- 
sideration of his services as a private in the regi- 
ment of Colonel George Gibson. In pursuance 
of a decision of the then Secretary of War, that 
Gibson’s was not a Continental regiment, and 
therefore not embraced in the act of March 18, 
1818, his name was stricken from the pension roll. 
That the decision of the Secretary of War was 
erroneous, is distinctly established by the fact that 
the act of May 15, 1828, induced a full examina- 
tion of the claim of Gibson’s regiment to the ben- 
efit of that act, which, in the exact language of 
the act of March 18, 1818, allowed pensions to 


| such officers and soldiers as had served a specific 


time upon the Continental establishment. There 
was a decision under that act to allow its benefits 
to Gibson’s regiment, which, thouzh not a conti- 
nental regiment by its original organization, was 
by an act of the Virginia Assembly of October, 
1787, transferred to service on the Continental 
establishment, in lieu of and as a substitute for 
the 9th Virginia Continental regiment, which had 
then recently been annihilated at the battle of Ger- 
mantown, and in that service it continued more 
than a year, under the immediate command of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army. 
Such being the character and the actual service of 
Gibson’s regiment on the Continental establish- 
ment, the Secretary of War has ever since decided 
that those who served in Gibson’s regiment were 





on April 23, 
entitled to pensions under the act of 18th Ma 
1818. 

The bill was reported to the Senate withou: 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for 
third reading. : 


ELIZABETH JONES AND OTHERS. 


The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
the other children, if any, of John Carr, was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

it requires the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to Elizabeth Jones and the other children, if any, 
of John Carr, late a revolutionary pensioner of 
the United States, the amount of pension ascer- 
tained to have been due to him at the time of his 
death ; the amount so paid to be computed at the 
rate of $8 a month, from the 18th day of May, 


rch, 


a 


| 1818, to June 7, 1831. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ido not wish to be cap- 
tious ; but it is manifest that the Senate is deter- 
mined to decide the question of the retrospective 
operation of these pension laws. 

Mr. BORLAND. I ean relieve the Senate of 
all difficulty on that point. This bill is not to allow 
arrearages of pension, but it is simply to pay a 
pension already ascertained to be due under a pre- 
ceding law. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. This case is precisely 
similar to that of Thompson Hutchinson, in favor 
of which we have just decided. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. ThenI havenothing to 
say. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


PAYMENT OF WITNESSES. 


The bill for the relief of John Jackson, Joseph 
Pineau, and Louis A. 8. Smith, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to John Jackson, Joseph Pineau, and Louis 
A.S. Smith, the mileage atowed by law to wit- 
nesses attending the courts of the United States, 
for their attendance from Port-au-Prince, in the 
Island of St. Dominga, to the city of Boston, in 
the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object to the principle of 
this bill. It proposes to extend the allowance of 
mileage to witnesses who were attending from a 
distance, beyond where the process of the United 
States courts would reach, at the same rate of 
compensation that is given to witnesses who at- 
tend from a short distance. I do not like to have 
the principle extended so far; and, therefore, [ 
would prefer that the bill should be passed over. 
I do not object to making some allowance ; but | 
object to giving the same rate of allowance to wit- 
nesses who come a great distance, as to those who 
come but a short distance. 

The bill was passed over. 


HEIRS OF JOHN JACKSON. 


The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill of the House of 
Representatives for the relief of the heirs of John 
Jackson. It directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the heirs and legal representatives of 
John Jackson deceased, the pilot on board the ‘*Bon 
Homme Richard,’ during her brilliant engage- 
ment with the British frigate ‘* Serapis,’’ in which 
action Jackson lost an arm, such a sum as would 
be equal to a pension at the rate of $6 a month, 
from November 15th, 1779, to the day of his death, 
agreeably to the pledge given by the Captain of 
the ** Bon. Homme Richard,’’ and the report of 
the committee of the Continental Congress made 
September 28th, 1785. 

Mr. FELCH. I hope that the bill will be 
passed over. I wish to discuss it. 

The bill was accordingly passed over. 


THOMAS NOEL. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of the late 
Major Ttomas Noel, of the United States Army, 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It enacts that in the 
settlement of the accounts of the late Major Thomas 
Noel, the proper accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury shail pass to his credit all payments and dis- 
bursements which were honestly and faithfully 
made by him while acting as a disbursing officer, 
any irregularity or informality in the vouchers by 

| him filed to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time. 


DON B. JUAN DOMERCQ. 


The bill for the relief of Don B. Juan Domereg, 
a Spanish subject, was read a second time and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It directs 
the Secretary of War to examine and investigate 
the claim of Don B. Juan Domercgq, a Spanish sub- 
ject, for a quantity of tobacco belonging to him, 
which was taken ard used for the purposes of de- 
fense, by order of Colonel Childs, at the siege of 
Puebla, in Mexico, in the year 1847, and to allow 
and pay him for so much of said tobacco, not ex- 
ceeding in quantity 721 bales, at a price not ex- 
ceeding $24a bale, as shall be proved, to the satis- 
faction of the Secretary of War, to have been 
destroyed or lost in consequence of said tobacco 
having been taken and sued as aforesaid. It also 
provides that the Secretary of War shall allow to 
the said Domercgq for the injury done to 823 bales 
of tobacco returned to him after being used in bar- 
ricading the streets of Puebla, at the rate of one 
dollar per bale, provided that the said damage shall 
be proved to the satisfaction of the Secretary. It 
also directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to Domereq such sum as shal] be allowed him upon 
such investigation. 

Mr. GEYER called for the reading of the report 
of the Committee on Claims; and it was accord- 
ingly read. 

It appears from the reports that General Worth, 
commanding the advance of the army under Gen- 
eral Scott, entered Puebla, in Mexico, in May, 
1848, and finding a quantity of tobacco stored in 
that city belonging to the Mexican Government, 
caused it to be seized and sold for the benefit of 
the United States. The whole quantity, 2,081 
bales, was accordingly sold at public auction by 
Major Allen, of the Quartermaster’s Department, 
to Mr. L. S. Hargous, at $10 a bale, amount- 
ing to $20,810. On the 16th of June following, 
Mr. Hargous sold the 2,081 bales of tobacco to 
Don B. Juan Domercq, the claimant, at $20 a 
bale, amounting to $41,620. One thousand three 
hundred and twenty-five bales of this tobacco 
were, at the time of the sales, deposited in the 
quartel, or public barracks of San José, occupied 
by the American troops, and the remainder in 
other places in the city. It appears, also, that 
219 bales of the tobacco, deposited in other places 
than the quartel, were, some time in August fol- 
lowing, deposited by the claimant, in house No. 
6, Second street, of San José, near the quarters of 
Colonel Childs. The whole quantity of tobacco 
deposited in each of these places remained there 
till seized by order of Colonel Childs at the time 
of the seige of Puebla by the guerrillas in Septem- 
ber following. At that time, Colonel Chitds being 
informed that the tobacco deposited at No. 6, Sec- 
ond street, San José, was Mexican property, or- 
dered it, as well as that deposited in the quartel, 
which he supposed belonged to the United States, 
to be taken and used in constructing parapets on 
houses, and in protecting the streets, and in forti- 
fying the quartel. There is a statement from Col- 
onel Childs corroborating these facts. There is 
also a statement of Mr. William Spencer, the 
agent and interpreter of Captain Webster, testify- 
ing as to the use that was made of the tobacco. 
Soon after the seize, Colonel Childs directed Quar- 
termaster Webster toadvertiseand sell the tobacco 
remaining, and 500 bales were accordingly sold at 
$22 a bale; which were s7ain sold by the pur- 
chaser for 424 a bale. Colonel Childs, being in- 
formed by Doctor Schadler and the Spanish vice 
corsul of Mr. Domercq’s claim to the tobacco, he 
ordered the sale to be stopped, and all that re- 
mained on hand to be delivered to the claimant. 
Under this order, 323 bales were delivered. Soon 
afterwards, the 500 bales which had been sold, 
were recovered and delivered—making in all 823 
bales of the 1,544 originally deposited in the quar- 
tel, and house No. 6—leaving a deficiency of 721 
bales. Under these circumstances, the committee 
report in favor of allowing, for these bales, at the 
rate of $24 per bale—that being the highest whole- 
sale price at which any of the sales were made. 

Mr. HALE. Aa there are a great many facts 
in this case, which it is not in order to debate, I 
will move, in order to get time to understand them, 
that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


! 


third reading. 
CHARLES G. HUNTER. 
Mr. CLEMENS. 


L must throw myself upon 


| the indulgence of the Senate, to ask that the bill 


for the relief of Charles G. Hunter, may now be 
considered. I hope there will be no objection to 
it. I move to postpone all prior orders, for the 
purpose of taking up that bill. 

Mr. BADGER. That is a very strong, press- 
ing, and urgent case. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
read a second time and considered as in Commit- 
teeof the Whole. It requires the proper account- 
ing Officers of the ‘Treasury Department to allow 
to Charles G. Hunter credit for the sum of 
$7,949 88, being the amount of losses sustained 


| by him while commanding and acting as purser of 


the steamer ‘* Scourge,’’ and the schooner ‘** Tuney.”’ 

Mr. CLEMENS. That bill has been reported 
unanimously from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. They have made no written report; and, 
therefore, | think it necessary to state the grounds 
upon which the claim for relief is urged. ‘This is 
nota payment of money. The gentleman asks 
no payment of money. He simply wishes to 
have his accounts settled. He was appointed to 
the command of two different war vessels, and 
connected with that was the inconsistent duty of 
acting as purser. He failed to take such vouchers 
as the Department require, in order to enable them 
to settle his accounts. But we all know that a 
steamer must have coal; and that isthe chief item, 
| believe, in the account. He bought coal for the 
steamers. His vouchers were informal and such 
as would not enable the Department to settle with 
him. He lost his pay during the whole of that 
time, and for a long time previous, because it has 
all been absorbed by the order of the Department 
requiring him to perform the inconsistent duties 
of commander and purser of a vessel at the same 
time. 

I suppose every member of the Senate under- 
stands who this gentleman is. Heis Charles G. 
Hunter, who has acquired the name of ** Alvarado 
Hunter,’ from the fact of having taken, with one 
vessel, the town of Alvarado, which the whole 
Army and Navy had been deployed to capture. 
The bill has been reported unanimously by the 
Naval Committee, after a full examination of the 
facts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, -Ipril 24, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’colck, m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burrer. 
Phe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. MARTIN asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a joint 
resolution, passed by the Legislature of New 
York, relative to an appropriation by the General 
Government for a canal around the Falls of St. Ste. 
Marie; which was read, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Pi ayer 


APPOINTMENT OF MIDSHIPMEN. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to submit a resolution; which was 
read for information, as foliows: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Naval Affairs be re 
quested to inquire into the expediency of modifying the 
existing laws in relation to the appointnent Of Midshipmen 
at the United States Naval Academy, so that when a va 
cancy occurs, the member of Congress representing the 
district entitled to the appointment shall be authorized to 
make the nomination, and that they report to this House. 

Mr. STANLY. I think there will be no ob- 
jection, if the word ‘instructed”’ be inserted in- 
stead of ** requested. i” 

Mr. ROBBINS. I consent to the modification. 

The resolution, as modified, was then adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, asked and obtained 
the unanimous consent of the House to introduce 
a bill, of which previous notice had been given, 
‘¢to surrender to the State of Ohio the unfinished 
portion of the Cumberland road, in said State;”’ 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
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1 The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a || 


| be compelled to leave the city, and before leayi 


1181 


and referred to the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. CHANDLER. MI ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up the bill from the 
table for the relief of Lieutenant Speedwell, that it 
may be considered. He is desirous of going with 
the fleet about leaving the country, but his ac 
counts are now unsettled. We know how much 
complaint has been made with regard to the leay 
ing of accounts unsettled. 
may be settled. Th 


table. 
I do not wish to object, b 


He only asks that they 
bill is on the Speaker’ 


Mr. HOWARD. . 
there are a great many bills upon the Speak: r” 
table which have been there for nearly two mont! 
waiting a reference. I suggest that the He 
proceed to the consideration of the busin 
the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 object to taking any? 
from the Speaker’s table, unless it be regularly 
reached, 


Mr. CHANDLER I ask leave to present 
memorial, containing about seven y ards of good 
names, praying for the passage of the homest 
bill. 

Unanimous consent was accorded, and the 


memorial was referred to the Committee on Pu 
} an 
lic Lands. 

Mr. McCORKLE. I ask the unanimous con 
sent of the House to allow me to introduce a re 
olution. 

The revolution was read for information, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on ¢ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of y ‘ 
of the House to purchase for the use o nembers comes 
ot the memoir and maps ot the wang © the Bay of San 
Francisco, and of the rivers Sacramento and San Joaqgu 
by Commander C. Ringgold, of the United States Navy 


Mr. FICK LIN objected. 
Mr. FOW LER. L ask leave to introduce a | it. 


of which previous notice has been 


unnerce “ 


iy tir 
trecti 


given, tor the 
purpose of reference. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Llinois. I ebject. 

Mr. HOWARD. I insist upon proceeding to 
the regular order of business. 

Mr. JONES, ot Te nhnessee. 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the st 
of the Union. 


an : 2" 
mov that th 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. BRENTON. lLask the gentleman to witl 


draw his motion for a moment, as a matter 


courtesy. In consequence of my ill health I w 


I am desirous of presenting a resolution of inquiry 


I 
The resolution was read for information, 
follows: 


Whereas, the Postmaster General, in his last annual 
port, has shown, that in consequence of the present redu 
rates of postage there 1s a large deficit in the receipts « 
that Department, which must be met by further aid trom th: 
Treasury; and that “ the practical extension of the fra 


ing privilege to the Senators and Representatives el d 
the present Congress, aided slightly in producing this re 
tion:”’ 

And whereas it is further stated, that ‘if all the fr 
matter now carried in the mails was charged with postag 
even at the present rates, from one to two millions of do 
lars would be added annually to our receipts t ) postage 

And whereas it is stated further, that “the increns 
abuses of the franking privilege render desirable some fu 
ther legislation thereon:’? Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office d Pe 


Roads be, and they are hereby instructed to inquir 
the expediency of providing by law for the correction 
said abuses, and of repealing all laws now tu toree grant 


ing the franking privilege to Senators and Representative 
mn Congress. 

{Cries of ‘I object!’ * I< bject!"’ ll over the 
House. } 

Mr. FREEMAN. lask the unanimous co 


sent of the House to present the petition of cer- 
tain citizens of Mississippi, pray:ng for the esta 
lishment of a certain mail route in that State, in 
order that it may be_referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FOWLER. I object. 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
suspend the rules and go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and carried 
in the affirmative. Accordingly the House mr 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Hisuarp in the 
Chair.) 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
The CHAIRMAN stated, as the business be 
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fore the committee, the consideration of House 
bill No. 7, being a bill to encourage agriculture, 
commerce, manufactures, and for other purposes, 
on which the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ew- 
inc,} was enutied to the floor. 

Me. EWING addressed the committee. After 
expressing himself in favor of the bill, he entered 
at some length upon the subject of American pro- 
gression, in which he repudiated the policy of 
forcing the United States, at this time, to intervene 
in the affairs of Europe. He, however, was in 
favor of that conservative progression, which, 
while it did not trench upon the rights of other na- 
tions, would tend to develop the physical and 
intellectual resources of this nation, and give ita 
commanding influence in the affairs of the world. 
He viewed, as in consonance with such a progres- 
sion, the policy of opening up the avenues of 
commerce with Japan; which would doubtless 
enlighten, civilize, and christianize that distant 
people. 

Mr. SIBLEY next addressed the committee. 
He expressed himself in favor ef muking grants 
to actual settlers upon the public domain ; but was 
opposed to the policy of making large grants of 
lands to the States for the benefit of the insane, 
and for other purposes, to be located by them, 


i 2d aa j 
|| said: Provided, That any person claiming the right to pur- | 
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| clase under the provisions of this act, shail, within three 


mouths trom the date of selecting the lands, file in the 
cierk’s office of the circuit court of the county in which 


| the laud claimed is situated, a notice to the said trustees 


and corporauen, of his, her, or their claims, describing 


| the land by its numbers, accompanied with an affidavit, 


| deuts of 


sting the date aad object of the improvement, the time 
aud manner when and how he, she, or they became the 
owner thercol, and also the affidavits of at least two resi- 
the county, proving the facts in relation to such 
clan: tnd provided further, That the right of way upon 
and across any lot of land sold under the provisions of this 


| section, notexceeding two hundred feetin width, shall be re- 


and to be held by them, in the several Territories. || 


He believed that grants of that character would 
retard the settlement, and prevent the growth of 
those Territories, 

[These speeches wil! be found in the Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.FICKLIN said: I am gratified, Mr. Chair- 
min, that I have obtained the floor for the purpose 
of giving my views upon the homestead bill; and 
as | donot inte@ to indulge in any remarks upon 
polities, or any irrelevant matter, lL may be permit- 
ied, before entering into the discussion of this bill, 
to say a word in reference to a kindred measure, 
which was before the House a few days ago, and 
which was left in somewhat an equivocal position 
by the House going into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. I refer to the 
bill granting preémption rights to persons who 
have made impragements along the line of the Chi- 
cago and Mobile Railroad, and propose, in a very 
few words, and in a very brief manner, to sub- 
mit my views upon the provisions of that bill, and 
then to pass on to the discussion of the homestead 
bill, 


Mr. Chairman, the last Congress (as is well 
known to the members of this House) passed an | 


act granting alternate sections of land for the con- 
struction of the Chicago and Mobile Railroad and 
branches, which act was approved by President 
Fillmore on the 20th day of September, 1850. By 
viitue of the provisions of this act, the States 
through which this road was located owning pub- 
lic lands are entitled to the alternate sections near 
the line. Prior to the passage of the act granting 
these lands to the States to aid in the construction 
of the Chicago and Mobile Railroad, and without 
any reference whatever to the action of the Gen- 
eral Government in making such grant, many 
individuals had become actual settlers on and ad- 
jacent to the lines of said roads, upon the public 
lends of the General Government. These persons 
belong, if you please, to that class which in times 
ast were most unjustly branded as ‘* squatters,”’ 
oo who are, in point of fact, meritorious and de- 
serving citizens. They located upon those lands, 
supposing thatthey would be able to pay for them, 
and their great sin consists in not having had the 
money to do sa. 

The State of Illinois, understanding the condi- 
tion of things, and the merits of this class of actual 
setilers located on that portion of the public lands 
to which the State was entitled, passed an act, which 
was approved February 10th, 1851, granting a 
preénption right to actual settlers, and allowing 
them three moaths to prove their preémption, and 
twelve months to make the payment. I give the 
following extract from the twenty-fifth section of 
the act of the Illinois Legislature: 

Sec. @. That each and every person who, on the twen 
tieth day ef September, one thousand eight bandred and 
filtvy, was the ewner of any improvements made previous 
to that date. ar any lotof iand couveyed to the said com 
pany, and whe beeame such owner with a view to a resi 
dence on, or occupation of such lot of land for agricultural 
purposes, shall have the right to purchase, at not exceeding 
$2 30 per acre, a quantity of the lot so owned, ts be bound 
ed by the legal subdivisions, not exceeding One quarter 
section, to consist of ahe quarter quarter, half quarter, or 


| lic Lands, and met their approval. 


served and retained ior the passage of the road, as the same 
may be located and constructed, and any person claiming 
the right to purchase as aforesaid, shail, within twelve 
montis from the date of commencing work on the road 
within the county in which the land is situated, pay the 
said trustees of the corporation, the consideration money 
tor the land claimed ; which payment shall entitle hin, her, 
or them, to a deed conveying an estate in tee; butin case 
oO: twlure to make such payment, the right to make the pur- 
chase shailcease. Wheu two or more persons claim the 
right to purchase the same lot of land, and file the proof of 
ownersiip as berein required, the per-on proving the first 
residence by himseli, or those under whom he claims the 
tmprovement, shall have the right to make the purchase, 
but no sale or conveyauce of any lot of laud under the pro 
visions Of this section shall affect the rights or equities of 
parties claiming thé same, as between each other. 


This proves to you what Illinois believed to be 
right, in regard to this meritorious class of citizens. 
She has protected such of them as were on her side 
of the line, on the sections falling to that State; and 
now we ask that the General Government shall do 
likewise, in regard to those who are on her side of 
the line, by passing a bill similar in its provisions 
to the law of Illinois. 

W ithin a few days of the commencement of this 


| session, | introduced a bill to accomplish that 


object. It was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
A few days 
since it was reported to the House by the Hon. 
Mr. Freeman, of Mississippi, and owing partly 
to the indisposition of members to having the great 


| number of bills reported by the Committee on 


Public Lands, and partly to a misapprehension of 


| its provisions, growing out of the hasty reading of 


the bill, some opposition was manifested to its 
immediate passage, and the bill now remains on 
the Speaker’s table. 

The following is a copy of the bill: 

Be it enacted, §c., That each and every person who, on 
the twentieth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fitty, was owner of any 
improvement made previous to that date on any tract of 


} land now owned by the United States, and situated within 


the limits reserved from sale by order of the Government, 
because of the grant of alternate sections to the States of 
Hlinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, in aid of the construc 

tion of the Chicago and Mobile Railroad and branches, by 


| Virtue of an act of Congress, approved September twentieth, 


eighteeen hundred and fiity, entitled * An act granting the 
‘right of way, and making a grant of land to the States of 
* iMinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, in aid of the conustruc- 
‘tion of a railroad trom Chicago to Mobile,’’ and who be- 
came such owner with a view to a residence on, or occupa 

tion of, such tract of land tor agricultural purposes, shall 
have the right to purchase, at the price established by law 
in regulating the sales of said lands, a quantity of the tract 
80 improved not less than forty, nor more than one hundred 


| and sixty acres, in legal subdivisions, on which said im 
| provement may be situated: Provided, That any person 


claiming the right to purchase under any provision of this 


| act, shall, within three months from the date hereof, file 


with the register of the proper land office a notice deserib- 
ing the land by its numbers, accompanied with an affidavit 
stating the date and object of the improvement, the time 
and manner, When and how, he, she, or they, became the 


| owner thereot, and also the affidavits of at least two resi- 
| dents of the county in which such improvement is situated, 
| proving that said improvement was made with a view to 


residence, or for agricultural purposes: 4nd provided, 
further, That the right of way upon and across any tract 


| of land claimed under the provisions of this act, not ex- 


ceeding two hundred feet in width, shall be reserved and 


| retained tor the said railroad and branches, as the same 
| may be located and constructed; and any person claiming 
| the right to purchase as aforesaid, shall, within twelve 
| mouths from the passage of this act, pay to the receiver of 
| the proper land office, the suin of money so established by 
| law to be paid as aforesaid; and on failure of said actual 


settler either to prove his right of preémption within three 
months, or to pay for the land within twelve mouths after 


| the passage of this act, as herein required, the said land 


containing the improvements as aforesaid, shall be subject 


| to entry by any other person making application therefor. 


Sec. 2. .nd be it further enacted, That when two or 
more persons claim the right to purchase the same tract of 
land, and file proof of ownership as herein required, the 
person proving the first residence by himself, or by those 
with whom he claims the improvement, shall have the right 


| tamake the purchase, but no sale or conveyance of any 


j 


quarter section, Which will include the improvement afore- || 


tract of land under the provisions of this act, shall affect 
the rights or equities of parties claiming the same as be- 
tween each other. 

That road, so far as it relates to Illinois, has now 
been located. We know where it goes, and through 
what country it passes, and whose rights and in- 
terests are affected by it. 


_ April 


24, 


———_ 











It will be recollected, sir, by those who are 
familiar with the preémption bill which was passed 
in the year 184], that by the provisions of that 
act an individual, wishing to obtain the benefit of 
a preémption, was required within thirty days, | 
believe the time is, after he first made his location 
aud selection of Jand, to make an application at 
| the proper land office, designating the tract of land 
on which he had located, and signifying his inten. 
tion to claim his preémption, and he was also re. 
quired, within twelve months of that time, to enter 
/and pay for the land at the Government price, 
Within a short time after the passage of the act 
granting alternate sections of land to the Chicago 
/and Mobile road, there was issued an Executive 
order to the officers of the several land offices for 
the withdrawing and withholding from sale those 
‘lands. They were taken out of market for the 
purpose of permitting the railroad to be located, 
and the alternate sections granted to the State to 
be selected. The road has now been located, and 
the alternate sections have been selected, and con- 
| sequently the offices will be opened for the sale of 
, the remaining lands as usual. Notice has already 
| been given by the proper officer, that the land of- 
fices will be opened in July next for the sale of 
theselands. What, then, is the result, Mr. Chair- 
man, and gentlemen of the committee? Persons 
_who had made improvements, and who then were, 
| and now are, actual settlers along the line of that 
| road, have been unable to enter their Jand, because 
' it was reserved from sale for more than twelve 
months; consequently they are not protected by 
| any preémption law now in force, and additional 
| legislation is necessary if he would save them from 
the speculator, It is a question, when these lands 
shall come into market in July next, whether the 
| provisions of the bill which is upon the Speaker’s 
‘table shall be passed, so as to protect the actual 
_ settler against the speculator, and to give the man, 
the sweat of whose brow, and the labor of whose 
hands, have made the improvement, the first right 
to purchase the land from the Government at $2 50 
per acre? or whether the land shall be thrown 
| open to a scramble between the man who made 
the improvement and the swarm of speculators 
' who wish to avail themselves of the benefit of the 
‘labor of another? The question is distinctly made 
between the actual settler, who has erected his 
cabin upon the land, fenced in and cultivated it, 
and the speculator, who seeks to wrest it from 
‘him. ‘That bill was published the morning afier 
| its presentation, by my honorable friend from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. ’Reeman,] in the ‘* Globe,” and is 
open to the inspection and examination of all who 
desire to examine it. I trust it has been, or will 
be, so examined, and so considered, that when it 
shall again be called up there will be no objection 
to its passage. If these people shall not be pro- 
tected in the improvements which they have made 
when the land offices shall be opened, any person 
will have a right to enter those lands; and he who 
can reach the office first, having the money to pay 
fur them, will be the successful applicant. In this 
| way those whose labor has imparted value to the 
| land, are liable to be turned out of doors, without 
| shelter from the heat of a summer’s sun, or the 
| pitiless peltings of a winter’s storm. I cannot be- 
lieve that Congress will either refuse or neglect to 
| pass a bill so salutary in its operation. 
| Mr. HUNTER. [ask the gentleman whether 
it is not a fact, that the law making this grant of 
| lands, in terms saves the preémptions which had 
| attached at the time of the passage of the bill? 
Mr. FICKLIN. It saves all preémption rights 
_ that had then attached, because such rights could 
| not be divested. 
Mr. HUNTER. I wish to ask, further, what 
' is the nature and meaning of the term attach? 
Mr. FICKLIN. If the actual settler had made 
| his application at the proper land office for a pre- 
| empuon, according to law, prior to the passage ot 
| the act granting alternate sections, his right to a 
| pregmption would have attached, and he could have 
_ proceeded to complete his title; but the men which 
| this bill is intended to protect, had located on the 
' land before the bill passed, but had not taken this 
| preliminary, but necessary step. : 
| Mr.HUNTER. Does this preémption bill re- 
_ fuse to extend protection to those only who were 
| actual setilers at the time of the passage of the 
| alternate section act? 
| Mr. FICKLIN. It protects, and is intended 
.| for the benefit only of those who were bona fide 
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settlers at the time of the ae of the act grant- 
ing alternate sections. That is all I desire to do, 
and no amendment, excluding all others, can be 
too strong for me. Those who have been attracted 


to the line of the road since the lands were granted, | 


have gone there for speculation, and can take care 


of themselves; but the actual settler, the poor | 


man who has labored to make himself a home, is 
very different! situated. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
purely on the ground, that I supposed it protected 
those who had made locations on the line of the 
road since the alternate sections were granted to 
the State; but I have no objection whatever to 
granting a preémption to the actual settler whose 
improvement was made prior to the grant of the 
lands. 

Mr. FICKLIN. That is all [ desire; and I 
cannot believe that any gentleman who under- 
stands the bill, will object to its being called up 
and passed, 

Mr. HALL. I will state to the gentleman from 
Ohio, with the permission of my friend from Illi- 
nois, what the Committee on Public Lands under- 
stand by this bill. It has been represented to them, 
and [ suppose truly, that there were certain set- 
tlers upon some of this land—which, under the bill 
alluded to, was reserved to the United States— 
who had not complied with the preémption law, 
and of course were not protected by the terms of 
that bill; and yet they had made settlements and 
improvements. The State of Illinois has secured 
to all such who have settled upon the land granted 
to that State, their rights, at $2 50 per acre. This 
bill merely proposes that those who had settled 
upon the land reserved to the Government, before 
the passage of the bill referred to, shall have the 


land at $2 50 per acre; although they had not com- | 


plied with the preémption law. : : 
Mr. FICKLIN. Mr. Chairman, having said 
thus much in regard to that preémption bill, | pro- 
pose to proceed to the consideration of the sub- 
ject immediately before the committee—the home- 
stead bill, which wasintroduced by my friend from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.] From the opponents 
of this bill we have had some speeches, to which 
I have listened with great interest. They were 
marked with thought and ability. 
I have carefully read the aeeil of the honorable 
member from Maine, [Mr. Futver;] and although 
I have bestowed as much thought in the investiga- 
tion of his reasons as I was enabled to do, I 
see nothing in them, although his arguments are 
speciously put together, which is calculated to 


raise a doubt in the minds of those in favor of the | 


homestead bill—nothing at all. Sir, my friend 
lives too near the Canada line to understand our 
land system. He quotes authorities which are 
not consonant with our interests in this country. 
He cites the opinions of British lords. I would 
rather have the opinion of one of our lords of the 
soil—one of the sovereigns of our land, on this 
subject, (although he may never have read a book 
on entails or contingent remainders,) than the 
opinion of a British lord, with all his legal lore. It 
is known to me, and it is known to all of those 
who have given any attention to the British land 


— that it is directly the opposite of ours. | 


nder the English law, the lands are in the hands 
of a few wealthy families—a few pampered aris- 
tocrats. Their policy isto hold them in the hands 
of the few—ours is to have them pass into the 
hands of the many, to distribute them amongst 
those of the people who will cultivate them. We 
desire to see them owned and occupied by the 
lords of the soil, the sovereign people of this coun- 
try. The British theory is, that every acre of 
land in that country has its lord; and there is a 
regularly-graduated dependence from the King 
down to the humblest tenant who tills the soil. 
The title descends from the Crown. Her policy 
is to preserve a pampered landed aristocracy, which 


policy is at war with the best interests of this | 


country. 

The honorable member from Maine talJced about 
the unconstitutionality of this measure, as have 
some others upon this floor. I have not taken the 
trouble to examine whether those gentlemen who 

uestion the unconstitationality of this bill did or 
did not vote for grants of bounty land to the sol- 
dier. Nor shall I do so, because their vote cannot 
change the power of Congress in the premises. If, 
however, they voted to grant bounty lands to sol- 
diers, I should like to know where they will find 


My objection to the bill was | 
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| the distinction. [ should like to know under what 
clause of the Constitution they will find the power 
delegated to grant bounty lands to soldiers, that 
does not at the same time confer the power to 
grant lands to the landless and homes to the home- 
less and houseless of this country, The principle 
is thesame. I hold that we have unlimited control 
over the public lands of this country. | hold that 
ample saber is delegated to us by express grant 
of the Constitution, whereby we are authorized to | 
dispose of the property belonging to the United 
States, land included. This is the constitutional 
provision: 

** The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting, the territory or 
other property belonging to the United States.”’ 

It has been the uniform custom and practice of 
Congress to grant lands to individuals, corpora- 
tions, and States, !n great and small quantities, from 
the foundation of this Government up to the pres- 
enttime. The right, it seems to me, cannot now 
be questioned, for it has been sanctioned, | think, 
by every President who has had the honor of a seat 
in the Executuve chair, from President Washing- 
ton down to President Fillmore. Each and all 
have signed bills granting lands to individuals, 
corporations, or States, 

My friend from Maine [Mr. Futter] seems to 
think that we are going to run out of lands some 
of these days—that the time is coming on when 
we shall have no public lands whatever. In look- 
ing through the vista of time, I cannot, aided even 
by fancy, reach the point when this Government 
will be without public lands. I venture the pre- 
diction, that while these States are bound together, 
and we have a Government, we shall have more 
public lands than would furnish homes for all of 
our people. If, like Rome, and some other ancient 
Governments that have preceded us, we shail be- 
come so dissolute and so corrupt as to be over- 
thrown, then, as a matter of course, land, liberty, 
and all that is dear to us, will go together. But 
while the States continue united, and while ours 
is a free, independent, and republican Govern- 
ment, we shall not only have lands, but we shall 
have more lands than we can settle. It was Lo- 
, renzo Dow, or some ove else, who, speaking of 
the great desire of an acquaintance to increase his 
lands, said, if the individual owned the whole 
world he would want a small piece outside for a 
potato patch. It seems to me that that desire 
would be about as rational as the desire of my 
friend from Maine, {Mr. Futter,} who maintains 
that we should not pass this bill granting these lands, 
because, forsooth, some day or other we should 
need them. Iam one of those who believe that 
this is to be an ocean-bound Republic. I am one 
of those who believe, if we remain a free and inde- 
pendent people, that we are to occupy this whole 
continent. How was itin regard to Mexico? Is 
it not known that at the close of our war with that 
people, many of them desired to be annexed to 
this country, and have our laws extended over 
| Mexico? How is itat this moment with that coun- 
try? Do we not all know that our difficulty is 
rather in keeping these Mexican States away from 
us, than in attracting them to us? Is it not man- 
ifest that quite as soon as our population shall be 
prepared for it, and perhaps much sooner, the 
feeble Government of Mexico will totter to its 
fall, and drop like a ripe pear into our lap? It 
will devolve upon us the responsibility either of 
placing it under our own jurisdiction and govern- 
| ment, or of seeing that it does not pass into im- 
proper hands. Itis impossible that it shall main- 
'| tain itself much longer. 
| We were told a few days ago by the honorable 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cuanpvier,} 
to whose remarks I listened with the most pro- 
found pleasure and to whom I return my thanks 
for his able and instructive speech, that we have 
upwards of an acre and a half of land for every 
human being upon the face of the globe. It is es- 
timated that the globe contains between nine and 
ten hundred millions of souls, and this Govern- 
ment now owns between fourteen and fifteen hun- 
dred millions of acres of land, to say nothing of 
the hundreds of millions of acres of land in the old 
States owned by individuals; thus it will be seen 
that the time is not near athand when we shall be 
in need of elbow room on this continent. 

Then, so faras my friend from Maine, [Mr. Fut- 
LER,] or my friend from New York, (Mr. Jen- 
kins,] is concerned, or any others who may enter- 


tain fears in regard toa scarcity of land in this 
country owned by this Government, | beg them 
to dismiss all fears upon that subject, because 
they are entirely groundless. One word more in 
regard to the speech of my friend from Pennesy!- 
vania, [Mr. Cuanpier.} He saw the true pomt 
in this case. We are now receiving in this coun- 
try, from 250,000 to 400,000 emigrants per an- 
num. The tide of incoming population is rapidly 
increasing. He had read in the British prints 
that it was a part of the policy of Great Britain to 
rid herself of the Celtic population in Ireland, and 
he had perceived that our cities must be so crowded 
with this population as to produce great inconve- 
nience. He had seen with the eye of a statesman 
that this population must be disposed of in some 
way or other, and not be pent up in the confines 
and purlieus of cities where they would soon be- 
come vicious, if they were not so already. It is 
but the part of wisdom and fur-seeing stutesman- 
ship to provide means of transportation and to 
send these people into the rural districts of this 
country, where they may enter upon the new 
lands, the virgin soil of the West, Southwest, and 
Northwest, and where they would be out of the 
way of many temptations to crime, and where by 
the sweat of their brows they can make a living. 
This would be not only beneficial to the cities 
themselves, but it is of the utmost importance to 
our emigrant population, 

W hile I have voted land bounties to our sol- 
diers whenever these bills have come up, | may be 
permitted here to say, that this measure is more 
salutary and more beneficent in its effects and oper- 
ation than any bounty land bill which has ever 
passed this House. The bounty land bill receives 
more votes—and why? Because it affects all the 
States, and because the citizens of all the States 
feel adirect interest in it. When they obtain land 
warrants, they sell them, and the money is appro- 
priated by them to serve their wants and supply the 
necessities of life. Those land warrants are very 
frequently located by the speculator, who holds 
them unul the adjacent lands have been cultivated 
and improved, and thereby imparted value to his. 
But in this case it is different. You require the 
one who receiv@ the benefits of this bill to lo- 
cate upon the land, and remain there five years; 
and | ask you whether five years’ probation on 
wild lands, where the occupant is subject to the 
privations incident to a new country, is not equal 
to a three months’ campaign? 

We are told by some that they are apprehen- 
sive, if this bill should pass, that there will bea 
rush from the old States to the new States—a kind 
of general stampede in the direction of the western 
and north and southwestern portions of this coun- 
try. That will not be the case, however. In the 
first place, there are a great many individuals who 
are attached to home, kindred, and the fireside of 
their youth. This isa strong feeling of the hu- 
man heart, and one, too, which is not so readily 
relinquished. ‘This feeling alone will prevent 
many from quitting the home of their youth, 
Those who are able to purchase will not select a 
tract of land in this new wilderness country, but 
will prefer to buy a home of their choice land, that 
has been improved by the erection of comfortable 
houses, and other conveniences, rather than take 
one not of their choice, and remain on it five years 
before perfecting their title, ; 

There is still another class that will not avail 
themselves of this bill; they are such as are too 
poor to find means to pay the expense of emigra- 
ting from the older to the new States, and of set- 
tling on these lands; therefore those persons can 
not go. When, then, you come to make the cal- 
culation, you will find that these not now resi- 
dents of the new States, who will secure to them- 
selves the benefits of this bill, will be generally of 
the middle, or rather not of the very poorest class, 
and that the number will not be so large by a great 
deal aa is anticipated by some gentiemen. The 
man who is too poor to purchase land, but who 
has means to defray traveling expenses, will go 
and select him a home under this bill, improve the 
land and obtain a patent for it at the end of five 

ears; but the man who is too poor to reach the 
fands cannot, of course, enjoy their benefits, for 
though ** the waters are troubled, he cannot step 
in.”” 

J have heard it suggested by some of my friends 
from the older States, that if this bill shall become 

|} a law, it will put an end, now and forever, to all 
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revenue from the public lands; and by others, 


that it disjointed and discontinued the surveys of 


the public lands. If that were the case, much as 

am in favor of this bill, I should be reluctant to 
vote for it, because [ regard our present system 
land surveys as one of the most perfect ever 
evised by the wit of man. I would not for any- 
thing break it up, and have ourselves thrown back 
into that confusion of land titles which has been 
witnessed in the State of Kentucky, and in other 
States of this Union, where our present model sys- 
tem of land surve ys has notobtained. Lre peat, that 
{ would not be willing, upon any reason ble terms, 
to return to that old system so fruitful of lawsuits 
and so fraught with evil to the community. Such is 
not, however, the operation of this bill. But gen- 
tlemen ask, ‘* Do you think that the Gover:ment 


will pay the expense of these surveys of the 
lic lands, and derive no benefit from the sales?’ 
Not atall. Ido not expectany such thing. But 


I do expect the Government to bear the expense 
of these surveys, and derive about the same re 
eaue asis now derived from the land sales. How 
do | prove it?) In this way, sir. When, in 1846 
1850, the bounty land bill 
became haws, we all know th 
forth of “no more revenue from the public land 
But was that the effect? Was that prediction veri 
fied by the result? Certainly not. The land sale 
went on as usual, and though they were not as 
larcve as in the years 1835, °36, and °37, when we 
were cursed with an inflated paper currency, yet 





c } ’ aer r ‘ . 
oft those two years 





1@ Same cry went 


they ran up about to the average sales in tho 





years when the currency Was a neaithy con 
dition. And the reason of this is, that the man 

} ‘ e 1 ! 
who to-day makes a location on Government land, 


ind in five years receives his patent for it, wi 


purchase other land ; for himself and his chi'dren, 
just aS soon ; he accumulates funds enough to 
‘a complish it. ad if he can collect torether 

hicient money even before he obtains hi patent, 


ie will purchase the land around him, There 
is a desire common to all mankind, and not les 
strikinein the Ameri 
neter, to acquire title to land. This is one of the 


instinets of our nature, and n vill drain their 
y ‘kets of the last dollar t ] y | a sw oui! 
ockets of the last dotiar to buy land, ney Will 


almost suffer, and let their families suffer for want 


canthan in the Europeanchar 


. y TL Tate t | fe “dear thet 
the common necessaries of itfe, in order th 
they may accumulate land for their children. Such 


, ¢ | wal ste ese ' 
will continue to be the when this bill is passed, 
. ar . } 
and my word for it the receipts from land 
' ’ | ‘ } ly 
will continue, and we shall see repeated the 


of 1846 and 1850, granting military bounty land 


warrants to our soldiers; it will not matertally 
liminish the receipts of the Jand office from. the 
les of the public lands. It may do it to some 


’ 
extent, but not so mucn Aas IS anticipa ed, 


Now, my friend from New York, Mr. Jen 


Kins,]—and the same remark has been mad: 
two or three rentleme ne -refe rred to the receipts in 
1835, °36,and ” a etl erion 1n estimating these 
land sates. But that is no safe criterion at al 


ey 2c en yrbitant ales of land ; were pr voduced bh J 


I nflat el | paper curr ney, whi h fl rodedt] e whol 
} 


( aie ae resulted not only in bat nator to 


the people of the land States, but also to those of 





the ma ‘turing and mercantile sections of the 
Union, ] believe that the land sales ran up to som<¢ 
thing like forty millions of dollars In two years, in 
those times jut that is no criterion whateve 


‘That was one of those creat monetary expansl 


superinducing a cisis that bankrupted the greater 
yortion of those who had been engaged in spt 

intion. Under the healthy oper ition of our land 
system, theland sales in this country have yielded 


not far trom two millions of dollars a year. 

i believe it was the honcrable gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Surnertanp}] who undertook 
to prove by firrure s—and I do not at all que stion 
his proof. eae one million of acres a year lad 
een, in tumes past, about the amount require 
ettlement. 


Well, now, 


; | 
rentiemen, by a little calculation, can see “= 


j . . > trnw > ale 
m this country for actual s 


long it would take, at the rate of one million of 


acres a year, to exhaust the fourteen hundred 
millions of acres of land that this Governme 
owns. And then there would have to be an abat 


ment from that amount of the lands which wou 
be purchased by those who would prefer to s¢ 
1d pay for a home of their choice, rather than to 
der the necessity of occupying land fiv: 

irs before perfecting their titles. 


Vir. Chairman, this is a bill which appeals 
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directly to the human heart, and awakens the best 
feelings of our nature. Itisa bill which says to 
the landless, and homeless, and houseless, who 
are tenants to others, You shall havea home, to be 
won and earned by your own perseverance and 
industry. You have but to locate upon the lands 
of this Government, and after remaining there 
faithfully for the term of five years, you shall re- 
ceive a patent, and then you will feel that you are 
one of the lords of the soil—that you are an 
American citizen, and have a home to live upon. 
Gentlemen have compared the objec ts of this 
bill to the provisions made by the French Govern- 
ment, and by other Governm ents, to furnish labor 
and support to their needy citizens. Sir, there is 
no resemblance whatever between them. Our 
pension system is much more analogous. This 
bill does not propose to furnish bread to the bread- 
less, or meat to the hungry, but it says to all 
such, ** There is the land of the Government. Go 
upon it and work, and make a living for your- 
self.’’ It stimulates industry. It says to the 
man who is without a home: ‘* There is a home 
for you. There is a place where, by industry and 
by work, you can make a living, and secure an in- 
de} pendence for yourself and your fi umily, > Instead 
of “farnishing rmeatand bread to the hungry, to 
the idle, the lazy, and the loafer, they are each 
told to earn their living by thesweat of der brow, 
and are pointed to the land on which it can be 
done. We thus offer an additional admonition, 
and furnish an additional stimulant to our people 
to go and earn a livelihood by honest industry. 
he opponents of this mode of granting land insist 
that it is a gratuity or charity, which [| think 1s 
clearly not the case. If their pre mises are wrong, 
the force of their deductions from these premise 
will be destroyed. It is no charity, becaus¢ 
there is reciprocity in the agreement; there are 
mutual understandings or covenants between 
parties competent to contract, by which corre- 
sponding rights are acquired, and obligations im- 


The Government virtually says to one of her 
citizens: | have a wide domain of public lands, 
and desire their settleme nt; do you go and select a 
tract of one hundred and sixty acres, and as a 
condition precedent reside on it for five consecutive 
years, and I will grant you a title in fee simple; 
which proposition the citizen accepts; and when 
he comphes with the condition precedent, that 
being the consideration on his part, then, and not 
till then, ts he entitled to a p itent. 

The same thing is done by private individuals 
and companies owning town sites on large tracts 
of wild lands. ‘They make grants for the purpose 
of inducing settlement and improvement, and re- 
vard themselves as benefited by the operation. 
‘These undertakings are rezarded as mutually be- 
neficent to the parties concerned, and such will be 
the effect of these grants by the Government 
When afarm is made on a tract of land, we all 
know that it brings 


lands. ‘The one follows the other, as certainly a 


into market the neighboring 





etiect follows its cause inany other instance. The 
Government he is those lands. What can she do 
with them better than to have them settled by hardy 
and industrious farme rs? What other use, indeed, 
has she for m? None that I can conceive of. 
The far: ers who would occupy t hese li inds must 


of necessity augment the exports and imports of 


se the revenue from duties, give 
employment to seamen, manufacturers, citizens, 
and indeed the products of the ir labor would be 
felt in all the ramifications of life. 

I indorse all that has been said by the friends 
of this bill in regard to its efficacy in transforming 
the same community into better citizens; it will 
elevate their character, make them feel that they 
have a stake in the country, and awaken in their 
hearts an imperishable love of, and attachment to, 
their aia ss. It will nerve the arm of the soldier 
in the hour of peril; and though all cannot say, 
‘This is my own, my native land,’’ yet the emi- 


the country, increa 


grant in our midst will feel that in consequence of 


the bounty of our Government, the home of his 
i 


adoption 1s more dear to him than the land of 


his nativity. 


In the year 1795, during the administration of 


General Washington, and near its close, the fol- 
lowing bill was passed, granting land to the 
rench inhabitants of Ge lipolis, and approved by 
him on the 3d of March of that year: 


‘Sec. 4. .tnd beit further enacted, That the President 
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of the United States shall be, and he is hereby authori> 
and empowered to cause to be surveyed, laid off, ‘aaa 
vided, the remaining 20,000 acres of land, residue of 
24,000 acres, into as many lots, or parts, as the actua 
uers of Gallipolis shall on ascertainment aforesaid 
to, and the same to be designated, marked, and numberer 
on a plat thereof, to be returned to the Secretary of the <a 
Territory, togetber with a certificate of the courses of t c 
suid lots, the said lots or parts of the aforesaid tract, to | 
assigned to the settlers aforesaid by lot. And the Pres ide, I 
of the United States is hereby authorized and empowered 
to issue letters patent as aforesaid, to the sai 1 actual se ; 
vers and their heirs, for the said 20,000 acres, to be he Id 
them in severalty in lots to be designated and deseriben ) 
their numbers on the plat aforesaid, with condition jn y); 
same letters patent, that if one or more of the said grant 
his or her assignees, shall not, within five years from th 
of the same letters, make or cause and procure to be pps 
an actual settlement on the lot or lots assigned to him. he 
or they, and the same continue for five vears therean, 
that then the said letters patent, so far as concerns th. 
lot or lots not settled and continued to be settled as 
said, shall cease and determine, and the title thereof s) 
revert in the United States, in the same manner as if 1) 
law had not passed. ”’ 

The Gallipolis act, it will be perceived, eran: 
the title prior to the expiration of the term of { 
years’ occupation and settlement, whilst the bj 
now under consideration requires the five yea) 
occupation to be complied with as a condition p, 
cedent; otherwise the measures are very much t! 
same in principle. 

Arkansas grants her public lands that have be: 
forfeited to the State for taxes to actual settle; 
for the purpose of inducing immigration. Tex 
has offered similar inducements to imm 
This Government has held out similar induce 
to persons who would emigrate to Oregon. 

Now, let us look for a moment at the system 
which has beak adopted by some of the othe: 
States. ‘Take, for example, Kentuc ky. {ms Stat 
became the owner of large tracts of public land. 
She reduced the price to a mere nominal amount 
in some instances as low as twelveand a half ce: 
peracre. And what has been the result of it? H 
it been, as my friend from Maine [Mr. Fuiier 
seemed to anticipate, that the country would 
settled by loafers and idlers, such as they have 
Canada? Not so. The result has been tl 
Jackson’s purchase, in the southern part of Ke 
tucky, represente d 


amount 


sa 
ai 





nent 


{ now for some fourteen yea 
on tuis floor by the para (the Hon. Ly 
Boyp, of Kentuck ys) has been settled b y worthy 
intelligent, and enterprising people; who, thou 
poor at first, are gradually becoming wealthy, and 


that country is rapidly growing and improving; 


and the passing traveler Is astonished at the growi 
of its towns and cities, and the number and ex 
of its farms. Look at the State of Georgia. 

an arrangement between that State andthe Ge 
Government it was agreed that the latter s! 
extinguish the Indian title to a large tract of 
known as the Cherokee country; and what w 
the policy of that State? It was a wise policy 
the same as that adopted in parceling ou 
at Gallipolis. She det rmined to give that 
her citizens without charge, and she proceed: 
lottery to decide the tract that each one shot 


receive. ‘his’ being done, the title was at 


perfect ed, without requiring previous settlem 
on the | land. 

W hat has been the result ? Has it bee 
ple the Cherekee country with a set of 





loungers, whose only object was to obtain a title to 


the land and then dis of it as has been su 


D sed would be the pert ation under this bill 


e ° n4..: > } 
my friend from Maine? Not so. I will v 


to say that there is not in any one por rtion of 
Em} rire State of the South, nor is there in any po 
tion of the whole count ry, amore ente rprisil g, 
dustrious, and thi nifty pe ople than 1s to be four 
the Cherokee country, in Georgia. A few y: 
since that was an Indian country, but it now « 
tains perhaps one third of the population of 1 
State. 

It is not necessary for our friends to seek f 
examples drawn from Canada, Great Britain, 
any other foreign Government. Let them rath 
come home to our own coun try , an id p rofi t by ti 






examples of such of our States as have practice 
| hold, sir, that the plan of t 
bill is better, if possible, than that carried out 


the State of Georgia, or that adopted in regard 


upon this policy V 


the grant to inhabitants of Gallipolis; bee ause 
the State of Georgia the settler was not require 
remain upon the land for any length of time in 
der to secure his title. This, I regard as a mo 
essentii il feature. By the provisions of this bil 


the settler is not only required actually to take 


aaa S 





